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Habasb: No to mini-state 

.HAMBURG, West Germany, Feb. 15 (R). — Leader of 
Che Palestinian Rejection Front George Habash said in 
an int ervi e w released here today that a- new wave of 
hijackings and other reprisals would -follow if the idea 
of a Palestine mini-state was accepted.- In an interview 
with magazine Stem* Dr< Habash* head of the Marx- 
ist Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine (PFLP), 
rejected the mini-state- idea. This compromise proposal 
for settling the Palestine issue, whereby a Palestinian 
state in the WesEBank and the Gaza Strip would coexist 
with Israel* is reported to be under study by Mr. Yasser 
Arafat h ead of the Palestine liberation Organisation 
(PLO). Dr. Habash told Stem that his group - - responsi- 
ble for past hijackings - - would not resume such mea- 
snres but personally expect a wave of such actions.** 
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Assad on 2-day Romania visit 

BUCHAREST, Feb. 15 (Agencies). — President Hafez 
Assad of Syria arrived here today on what the official 
.Romanian Agerpress news agency called "an official two 
day friendship visit." He was accompanied by Foreign 
Minister Abdul Halim Khaddam and other members of 
his government and welcomed by President Nicolae Cea- 
usescu. At a dinner banquet given in his honour by the 
Romanian president, the Mr. Assad lauded Romania's 
efforts to bring about a just peace settlement in the 
Middle Bast. He severely criticised Israel for rejecting a 
United Nations contribution to Mideast peace and for 
rejecting PLO participation at a reconvened Geneva con- 
ference. The visit has attracted considerable attention 
because it Is President Assad’s second visit to Bucharest 
within eight months. 
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^rash of Queen Alya’s 
;!llnt helicopter was not 
^ ■ due to any technical 
Hefect, commission says 

. -14MAN (Agencies). — A joint Jordanian-French investigation has 
! 3 " scounted any technical fault as being responsible for the heli- 

- i ( ^ ^tpter crash in which Her Majesty the late Queen Alya and 
v- ' ;'5'r companions were killed last -Wednesday, an official statement 

Id Tuesday. 

' ' / ^ fst' The statement issued by the Co mmande r-in-Chief of the Arm- 
..." r - L -z . Forces, Sharif Zeid Ibn Shaker, said the French-made Alooette 
f : - :*s flying throng dense low clouds. It burst into flameS after 
‘ ^ hit the ground, the statement added. 

The report on the crash was prepared by a team of experts 
P-^bm the French Aerospatiale company, 'makers of the Alouette. 

~ \ ■ cooperation with Jordanian aviation officials. 

— » . | £ - - • • 

; !. - "'2 ■; The. report mentions the presence of a second helicoper accom- 
^i^nying the one carrying the Queen and the late Minister of , 
• -^salth. Dr. Mohammad A1 Bashir. I 

::.-- 5 s s * . • 

- Following is the text of the statement: - 

“•-•'■Kfe; ■ . • 

- 1 Immediately following the tragic accident which caused the 

7 -^ath of Her Majesty the late Queen Alya and those accompanying 
-*-.C.!*74r during the return trip to Amman on-board a helicopter, after 
. inspection tour of the TafQeh hospital on Feb. 9, an investigat- 
; ! commission was set tip to look into the causes of the accident, 
members of the onmiwisrinn are as follows: Brig. Bnggawn 
...iqigh (head of the commission) and CoL Mohammad Taisir 
v^rZ'tour (Engineering Corps), Lt.-Col. Mahmoud Jamal (Air Force), 
v-'-’.V. r:.-CoL Marwan Nonreddin (Air Force), Lt.-CoL Mohammad Khrei- 
... . (Military Justice) and Mkj. Hanna Najjar (Air Force). 

' - v, The commission began its task the same night by going to. 

- v „ .‘i site of the accident and placing the wreckage of the helicopter 
• . '-..-„der guard. It rounded up witnesses and took down their testi- 

l.\;; mbs. At the same time, it cabled the French manufacturing 

tnpany Aerospatiale, urgently requesting it to send a te chnical 

^im to participate in the technical investigations. The French 

• J -.im, comprising Mr. Guy Sasdaro and Jean Konch, arrived here 
the morning of Feb. 11. 

Based on the testimonies of the witnesses, the examination 
* the wreckage of -the helicopter by a Jordanian technical Air 
_rce team and the French team and on the conversation between 
■ -. P . ri pilots of the two helicopters, the late LL-CoL Badreddin Zaza 
" d First LL Samir Bhnkxi recorded by the control tower at Am- 
en Civil Airport, the investigations revealed the following : 

L The two helicopters (nos.1995 and 1987 - type Alouette 316 C) 
SnOfi ^ Tafileh on their way back to Amman at 17:40 and imme- 
" diately after their take off they turned on their pilot lights 
I 4 as they were frying in darkness. 




LU WiVU Aupuiij.uic iUVCbU^aUUlU i^VCOlQU LUC iiuumiugi 

L The two helicopters (nos.1995 and 1987 - type Alouette 316 C) 
SnOfi ^ Tafileh on their way back to Amman at 17:40 and imme- 
diately after their take off they turned on their pilot lights 
» | 4 as they were frying in darkness. 

fj The tragfcr aeddentweethe- result oi ijeUcopter no. 1995 strik- 
&■ V ing ft e ground. 

The crash did not result from any technical defect or failure 
in the' helicopter, as confirmed in the joint Jordanian-French 
technical report. 

-""The helicopter caught fire when it hit the ground. 

<T In addition to the darkness at that time of night, the region was 
• -** engulfed in low, dense clouds. This caused the two pilots to 

: concentrate on getting out of the clouds, as attested by the 
recordings of their conversation between 17:57 and 18:16, when 
‘ -the accident took place. 

From the study of the angle of collision, it is evident that the 
“ helicopter Was descending at an angle, which shows that its 
captain was trying to get dear of the' clouds. 

The conversation between the two pilots shows the anxiety of 
the flight loader, the late LL-CoL Badreddine Zaza, over the 
. other pilot First LL Samir Shukri. Lt.-Col. Zaza was trying 
.'to locate and determine the exact position, of LL Shukri while 
.’ concentrating on finding his own way out of the dense, low 
clouds. 

: As I place this report of the joint Jordanian-French investiga- 

■ - v commission before the dtizwfi, I ask God to preserve IBs 
Jesty .the Supreme Commander and prolong his life,” the state- 
•nt by the Commander in Chief conducted. 


Son of Indira Gandhi 
emerges as Congress 
Party nominee 

- "TW DELHI, Feb. 15 (R). — kaway Congress for Democra- 
. Sanjay Gandhi, controver- 

youngw son of Prime Mi- Mr. Ram’s defection jolted 

ter Indira Gandhi, was today senior Congress members into 

..mihated to stand as a ruling pressing Mr. Gandhi and his 
. ngtess- Party candidate in Youth Congress back from the 
month's Indian general vanguard position they had ta- 
v~ Action. • . ken in the party. Hr. Ram re- 

’ - signed partly over Mr. GandhTs 

%Mr. Sandhi, 30, who emerged growing influence. His defec- 
fS '. : a major political force after tion has greatly boosted oppo- 

■ -.tsJ* mother declared a state of . sition hopes for the election 

’ .'V «nal em«genpy in June from March 16-20. 

‘ y Wp has been out of the lime- 

! ■ in - recent weeks. But^ his When Mrs. Gandhi announc- 

/ ■■‘Vj Mnination today shows ha co- ed elections last month, the 
still be a forte to reckon Youth Congress were expecting 
^ ^ -th sa the future. to contest around 200 of the 

* '.V- __n, - - 542 Lok Sabha seats. However, 

F :-■* v .® ^ * feat in .the with most of the Congress can- 

constitiifiMy of Uttar didates announced, they have 
% ,yr State ne« his mother’s only been nominated for a ha- 

.,-o^.it of Ran BareE. . n dM. 

i rVEr. Gandhi, leader of - the 

- CongPBK* was oae of the • finviAt fnrGHUl 
iitivBly few new names to OOYICl lUIClgU 

» ;. ; '?«ar on the Cohgren Party’s 

:?7 of .85. candidates for Utter minictrv 

a’s most populous HUIIIaU J 

_-j : fe. , ^ 

' Gandhi -will’ be ■ opposed dcIC22ltlOIl 

i r a 85-yearkiM lawyer, Mr. 

.fVmdar Pratap Singh;' who . . 

. r H stand as candidate for the HmYcS 

reposition Janata Party.~He is 

; -..unknown force. AMMAN, Feb. 15, (R). — A 

1 /^.hf-the-tast Section in 1871, Soviet delegation }fdby Mr. 
^ / ngress won fiZ per cent of - MJ&ad Sytenko, Mddle East 
: ^ v^te inXn^d - . affairs chief at the Foreign Mi- 

‘ ^ - 1 , 5 !-; ... - - . . . . nistry, arrived today on a three- 

r -’ trs. Gandhi hersetf wffl again day visit to. Jordan.. 

- .. potest Rae BarelL Her oppon- . t ‘ ... . . 

iS {fwifl.be Raj. Narain, « Sooia- ^ delegation, which arrived 

r A leader un- here ly r Da^sais, 

v r thfc emergency anfwte she will hold talks with Jordanian 
i : /■ t -feat«d^l^000 votesin the officials on the latest devetop- 

■ V rd election. . ^ - .. meats of the Middle East rit- 

y*J. - - '• ' - V~ ■ "Uatiott 

!-f " 4 aS^cS^SKroSSfonaw^ Mr* Sytenko will also discuss 

.bilateral relations and -ques- 
tions of common interest, acc- 
ording to the -Jordan News 
Agency. 


'f* a poBticalbadsgrocnd follow- 
the defection .from Con- 
'^f/Mp'wafler tidr month of fer-. 

j i/ji 
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U.N. commission TVnctrm 
condemns Israel 1 enwon 

to torture, afoun( j BeifUt 


for torture, 
exploitation 
of Arabs under 
occupation 

GENEVA Feb. 15 (R). — The 
United Nations Human Rights 
Commission condemned Israel 
today for practicing torture and 
! exploitation in occupied Arab 
territories. 

The resolution, condemning 
both “policies and practices” 
in the occupied Arab lands, was 
passed with 23 votes in favour. 
Six of the commission’s Mem- 
ber nations abstained. Three 
-- the United States, Canada 
and Costa Rica -- voted aga- 
inst 

The U.S. said the resolution 
was based on “unproven alle- 
gations”. 

U.S. chief delegate Allard 
Lowenstein said the text also 
seemed to question Israel’s ri- 
ght to exist by referring to Pa- 
lestine as part of the occup- 
ied Arab territories. 

Britain and other West Eu- 
ropean states on the 32-nation 
commission abstained in the 
vote. 

Sponsors of the resolution, 
put forward by eight commiss- 
ion members, said the wording 
was based on previous UN. 
resolutions. 

Sharaf returns 
with message 
from Sadat 


AMMAN (Agencies). — Mr. 
Abdnl Hamid Sharaf, Chief of 
the Royal Cabinet, returned to- 
day with a message from Pre- 
sident Anwar Sadat after a two- 
day visit to Cairo during which 
he conferred with the Egyptian 
President and Foreign Minister 
Ismail Fahmi. 

Answering questions on his 
return, Sharif Sharaf told the 
Jordan News Agency that he 
went to Cairo with a message 
from His Majesty King Hussein 
to President Sadat containing 
the King’s opinion on the com- 
ing stage in the Middle East 
and his ideas for achieving a 
just peace in the region based 
on Israeli withdrawal from 
Arab lands and Consideration 
of the full rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

Jordan and Egypt share the 
same points of view on these 
issues and the steps that should 
be taken to reach the necessary 
coordination for future cooper* 
at ion, he stated. 


BEIRUT, Feb. 15 (R). — Ten- 
sion in Beirut’s southwestern 
districts eased after Syrian tro- 
ops in the Arab peace force wi- 
thdrew a number of tanks and 
artillery pieces from positions 
aroun 1 three Palestinian refu- 
gee camps. 

The peace force threw a ring 
of steel around the camps 
Sabra, Shatila and Bourj Baraj- 
neh - - after two days of fierce 
fighting last week between pea- 
ce-keepers and hard-line Pales- 
tinian comman dos. 

P alestinian fn mmanrin lead- 
ers established urgent contacts 
with the peace force and the 
governments of Lebanon, Syria 
and Egypt after the deployment 
of armour in Beirut to prevent 
what the Palestinian news ag- 
ency Wafa termed a “possible 
explosion.” 

PLO Executive Committee 
Chairman Yasser Arafat appea- 
led to Syrian Preident Hafez 
Assad for his personal inter- 
vention in Lebanon. 

Mr. Arafat told president As- 
sad in a cable last night : ‘1 
am confident that you wiH wi- 
sely tackle the situation... I ap- 
peal to you, especially as you 
are eager to maintain the pro- 
cess of peace in Lebanon and 
preserve the Palestinian strug- 
gle, to solve the question. 

“And if there is any decision 
to launch any military opera- 
tion by the Arab League peace 
force, 1 appeal to you again... 
to stop any such decision, to 
preserve the lives of our people 
in the camps...” Mr. Arafat ad- 
ded. 

Syrian troops in the peace 
force today also completed their 
withdrawal from southern Le- 
banon's Nabatiyeh area, a mo- 
ve apparently timed to coinci- 
de with the start of a Middle 
East tour by U.S. Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance. 

- The United States acted as 
go-between in diplomatic con- 
tacts involving Lebanon, Syria 
and Israel after the Israelis pro- 
tested against the deployment 
of Arab forces 11 kms from its 
border. 

Eyewitnesses reported today 
that there were no Syrian units 
left around Nabatiyeh, a bustil- 
ing market town. The troops, 
part of Lebanon’s 30, 000-strong 
Arab League peace force, began 
pulling back yesterday to posi- 
tions north, northwest and nor- 
theast of Nabatiyeh. 

Fighting later broke out in 
southern Lebanon just across 
the Israeli frontier, residents of 
northern Israeli villages said. 

The clashes, involving mortar 
and automatic weapons fire 
were between rightwing gun- 
men on the one side and Leba- 
nese leftists and Palestinians on 
the other. 

The Lebanese government 
meanwhile expects to turn its 
attention increasingly to diplo- 


Young: S. African situation 
fairly well under control 


NEW YORK. Feb. 15. (R). — 
The United States Ambassador 
to the UN., Mr. Andrew Young, 
said today that despite appear- 
ances from a distance ‘1 think 
we are fairly well in control of 
the situation in Southern Af- 
rica.” 

But he told the American 
Broadcasting Company’s Good 
Morning, America programme 
that the U.S. should try to pay 


more attention to northeast Af- 
rica, including Somalia and Eth- 
iopia. 

Mr. Young returned to the 
United States at the weekend 
after visits to Tanzania and 
Nigeria, where he discussed 
developments in Rhodesia with 
African leaders. He also stop- 
ped in London for a review of 
the problem with British offici- 
als. 


macy this week, with success- 
ive visits scheduled by top Fr- 
ench, American and Soviet of- 
ficials. 

French Foreign Minister Lo- 
uis de Guiringaud begins a 36- 
hour visit to Beirut late Wed- 
nesday, and will bold talks with 
President Elias Sarkis, Foreign 
Minister Fuad Butros, and Pre- 
mier Selim Al Hoss. 

U.S. Secretary of State Cyrus 
Vance arrives on Feb. 18 for 
a visit expected to last only 
a few hours but during which 
Mr. Butros has said Lebanon 
will ask officially to take part 
in the Geneva peace conference 
on the Middle East. 

Two days later, the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry’s Middle East 
department chief, Mikhail Sy- 
tenko, comes to Beirut on a 
tour of the region. 

Meanwhile the situation of 
the Palestinian camps remained 
unclear. According to some re- 
ports the Arab peace-keeping 
force tried to invade the camps 
during last week’s incidents but 
pujled back for fear it would 
Jeopardize security elsewhere 
in the country. 

The peace force was now 
concentrated about one km east 
of the Sabra and Shatila cam- 
ps, where armed men were in 
the streets. 


Carter envoy 
set to leave 
on Cyprus 
mission 


WASHINGTON, Feb. 15 (R). — . 
President Carter called his sp- 
ecial envoy Clark Clifford to 
the White House for a final bri- 
efing today before sending him 
to the Mediterranean to see 
what role the United States 
could play in settling the Cy- 
prus dispute. 

Mr. Clifford was leaving for 
Vienna later in the evening en 
route to Greece, Turkey and 
Cyprus. 

The meeting between the 
president and Mr. Clifford, who 
was defence secretary under 
the late President Lyndon Joh- 
nson, was seen as adding fur- 
ther presidential prestige to 
the trip. 

Hopes for success in finding 
a role for the U.S. in settling 
communal differences between 
Greek and Turkish cypriots 
were raised over the weekend 
after a visit to the region by 
UN. Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim. 

But Cyprus President Maka- 
rios, head of the island’s Gr- 
eek Cypriot community, and 
Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash were less optimistic. 
They felt amity between the 
communities was still a long 
way off. 

Mr. Clifford will hold talks 
in Athens on Feb. 18 and 19 
and in Ankara on Feb. 21 and 
22 . 

He will then fly to Cyprus 
orf tal ks in Nicosia with Arch- 
bishop Makarios and Mr. Den- 
ktash on Feb. 23, 24 and 25. 

Mr. Clifford will be accom- 
panied on his trip by Mr. Mat- 
thew Nimetz, Counsellor-desi- 
gnate of the State Department, 
and Mr. Nelson Ledsky, Dire- 
ctor 1 of the department’s Office 
of Southern European affairs. 


Vance : Security and 
survival of Israel 
are objects of peace 


LEBANON TALKS -• Palestine Liberation. Organisation leader Yasser Arafat (left) talks to Egypt’s 
President Anwar Sadat in Cairo Monday on the situation in Lebanon. (AP wirephoto). 


TEL AVIV, Feb. 15 (Agencies). 
— United States Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance arrived in 
Israel this evening at the start 
of his six-nation tour of the 
Middle East and said the U.S. 
was deeply committed to the 
security and survival of Israel. 

Speaking to reporters at the 
airport, he said : 

“I have one simple message, 
and that is that the United Sta- 
tes is deeply committed to the 
security and survival of Israel 
and its values. These are the 
objects of peace.” 

Mr. Vance, who took office 
less than a month ago as part 
of President Carter's new ad- 
ministration, is on his first di- 
plomatic mission as secretary 
of state. 

Mr. Vance was welcomed on 
his arrival here, on the first 
stage of his tour which will ta- 
ke him to Egypt, Jordan, Syria 
and Lebanon, by Israeli Foreign 
Minister Yigal Allon. 

Mr. Allon told newsmen : “It 
is. a long time since we signed 
our last agreement with Egypt' 
and it is therefore highly fitting - 
to revive the political momen- 
tum. We are not for stagnation. 
We would like to see move- 
ment in the area towards pea- 
ce.” 

Questions from the press we- 
re not allowed and Mr. Vance 
was ushered away to the King 
David hotel in Jerusalem where 
his predecessor Henry Kissin- 
ger frequently stayed in his 
own attempts tc negotiate a 
Middle east peace settle men t. 
Only a few hours before Mr. 
Vance's arrival, a sour note 
was introduced into U.S.-Israeli 
relations by a controversy over 
Israeli oil exploration in the 
Gulf of Suez. A statement by 
the State Department said yes- 
terday that the search for oil 
could complicate Middle East 
-peace efforts. 

However, Israeli Radio today 
broadcast an interview with 
Mr. Vance, made before he left 
the States, in which he backed 
Israel’s refusal to allow the Pa- 
lestine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) to take part in resumed 
Geneva peace talks. 

‘The PLO refuses to recogni- 
se tee existence of Israel," Mr. 
Vance said in the radio inter- 
view. “It teems to me that the 
participation of the PLO would 
be out of the question.” 

But Mr. Vance’s arrival co- 
mes at a time when the ruling 
Israeli Labour Patty faces a cri- 
sis following charges of illegal 
fund-raising made yesterday by 
Asher YacUin, a leading party 
personality designated as go- 
vernor of the National Bank 
when be was arrested on cor- 
ruption charges in October. 

Following the fund-raising 
scandal allegations it was by 
no means certain that the La- 
bour Party will survive elect- 
ions scheduled for May 17, ob- 
servers here said. 

In Damascus, tee Palestinians * 
denounced U.S. policy as “an 
explosive element” in the Mid- 
dle East only hours before Mr. 
Vance arrived in Israel. 

Mr. Abdel Mohsen Abu Mai- 
zar, official spokesman of the 
Palestine liberation Organisa- 
tion, told a news conference : 
“We shall not buy from Vance 
or anybody else any bad goods 
based on support for Zionist 
aggression and ignoring the exi- 
stence and rights of the Pales- 
tinian people.” 

We do not believe in the in- 
tegrity of American polity, we 
do not believe it represents the 
genuine interests of the peo- 
ples, including the American 
people... 

‘American policy will harvest 
exactly what it harvested in 
Vietnam and Cambodia,” said 
Mr. Abu Maizar, who flew to 
Damascus from Cairo last night . 
with PLO leader Yasser Arafat 
in a different television inter- 
view screened in Cairo tonight 
Mr. Vance said that the United 
States was determined to play 
an active role in helping to ach- 
ieve a Middle East peace sett- 
lement. 

But Mr. Vance said in the 
interview with Cairo Television 
recorded in Washington, that 
he was not carrying specific 
proposals on his Middle East 
fact-finding tour. 

In Moscow, the Soviet news 
agency TASS, said today the 
United States had no concrete 
ideas on settling the Middle 
East problem and this comp- 
licated Secretary of State Van- 
ce’s trip to the region. 

In a dispatch from Washin- 


gton. the government agency 
said America had a contradi- 
ctory position on the Palestin- 
ian question and this was the 
main obstacle to the resump- 
tion of the Geneva Middle East 
peace conference. 

While Washington recogni- 
sed the need for taking into 
account the interests of the Pal- 
estinians, it still refused to re- 
cognise the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO), their “law- 


ful representative," TASS said. 

"This is the main obstacle to 
the resumption of the Geneva 
peace conference,” it added. 

TASS said the "old Ameri- 
can polices in the Middle East 
had reached an impasse beca- 
use of its “openly pro-lsraelt 
orientation" - - a remark which 
appeared to suggest that Mos- 
cow hoped for a different line 
from the new U.S. administra- 
tion. 


Yadlin’s confession deals 
blow to Labour, Rabin 


TEL AVIV, Feb. 15 (R). — A 
courtroom confession that bri- 
be money flowed into the cof- 
fers of Israel’s ruling Labour 
Party have dealt both the party 
and Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra- 
bin a heavy blow. 

Israel votes in a general elec- 
tion on May 17, but before then 
- - on Feb. 23 - - the Labour 
Party has a leadership vote, a 
contest in which Mr. Rabin is 
challenged by Defence Minister 
Shimon Peres, 

Scandal rocked the Labour 
Party when a former politician 
pleaded guilty in a Tel Aviv co- 
urt yesterday to bribery and 
tax evasion charges. 

Asher Yadlin, ex-chief of the 
Labour Federation sickness in- 
surance fund said he transfered 
some of the bribe money 
Payoffs in real estate deals 
to the Labour Party illegally 
before and after Israel’s last 
elections in 1973. 

Mr. Yadlin pleaded guilty to 
taking the equivalent of $30,000 
in kickbacks. 

The Jerusalem Post commen- 
ted : The Labour Party has 
been dealt a savage blow by 
one of its own stalwarts, and at 
the worst possible tim a in its 
history... the party owes the 
public an explanation and per- 
haps an expiation.” 

Newspapers today speculated 
on a series of imminent resi- 
gnations. 

Named as planning to resign 
were Finance Minister Yeho 
shua Rabinowitz, and Educa- 
tion Minister, Aharon Yadlin, a, 
cousin of the man in court. 
Their aides denied the newspa- 


per reports. 

Asher Yadlin alleged in court 
that Mr. Rabinowitz and the 
Pinhas Sapir, former Finance 
minister, had pressed him to di- 
vert sick fund money to Labour 
Party funds. 

His cousin, the Labour 
Party secretary general, was 
also involved in illegal transf- 
ers of money, he said. 

The Justice Ministry says it 
will decide whether an inquiry 
is needed after the court passes 
sentence on Feb. 22, the day 
before the Labour Party leader- 
ship vote. 

The Rabin-Peres contest loo- 
ked close even before the court 
allegations. 

In another scandal. Housing 
Minister Avraham Ofer shot 
himself dead last month, lea- 
ving a note denying allegations 
of irregular financial dealings. 

"Now it would be reasona- 
ble to suppose that Mr. Peres 
will win out,” wrote the poli- 
tical reporter of the influen- 
tial Haaretz today. 

This was “not because Mr. 
Rabin was involved in any of 
the sordid deals, but because 
party stalwarts will probably 
decide a clean slate is nece- 
ssary.” 

Mr. Rabin also has problems 
on the economic front, beset 
by pay strikes and high infla- 
tion. 

But a Rabin aide today ins- 
isted : "The fact that the pri- 
me minister has the guts to en- 
courage an independent inqui- 
ry instead of a whitewash be- 
fore a general election will be 
respected by the Israeli voter.” 


Spanish police uncover 
political saboteurs 


MADRID, Feb. 15, (R). — Sp- 
anish police said today they 
had solved the 1975 murders 
of five policemen as a result of 
arrests in the past week of all- 
eged members of an extreme 
leftist group. 

The 40 people held are alle- 
ged to belong to GRAPO - - the 
October First anti-Fascist Gro- 
ups - - blamed for the recent 
kidnapping of two top officials. 

.With the arrests, police said 
they had solved the murder of 
five Madrid policemen in 1975, 
and also a wave of bombings 
of monuments and official bui- 
ldings last year. 

The police said they had also 
solved the disappearance of ar- 
ms and explosives from military 
arsenals. They reported that ar- 
ms and 338 kgs of explosives 
have been found in the swoops 
on suspected GRAPO adhere- 
nts. 

Freed from their kidnappers 
in police raids last Friday were 
Lt-Gen. Emilio Villaescusa Qui- 
lis f President of the Supreme 
Council of Military Justice, 


Senor Antonio Maria de Oriol 
y Urquijo, President of the ad- 
visory Council of State. 

The government today lifted 
a ban on news about the kidna- 
ppings, but continued to prohi- 
bit reports in the Spanish press 
about police inquiries into po- 
ssible extreme rightwing links 
with recent political violence. 

The partial censorship was 
imposed six days ago. 

It was kept in force today- 
on news of police inquiries into 
the murder erf four Communist 
lawyers and a party worker in 
Madrid on Jan. 24. 

They were gunned down by 
2 -men who lined them up aga- 
inst a wall only hours after 
Gen. Villaescusa was kidnap- 
ped. 

While the far left GRAPO 
is blamed for the kidnappings, 
a shadowy urtra-rightwing gro- 
up called Triple A (Anti-Com- 
munist Apostolic Alliance) has 
claimed responsibility for the 
murder of the five Communists 
- - and of a 19-year-old student 
snot during a leftwing demon- 
stration in Madrid on Jan. 23. 


WANTED 

77ie Jordan Times is looking for an experienced 
editor with excellent command of English 
and Arabic. Previous journalistic experience 
essential. University education an asset. Pay 
commensurate with ability and experience. 

Contact Mr. Tutunji at tel. no. 67171 
between 6 pat. and 12 p.m. 
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You tell ‘em, Cy 

One of the more interesting things that U.S. 
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance will be doing during 
his Middle East tour this week is trying to resolve the 
dispute about Israeli oil exploration in the occupied 
waters of the Gulf of Suez. The matter has been given 
added dramatic effect - - and diplomatic importance 
--by the State Department announcement Monday 
that the Israeli oil activity in the disputed waters 
“complicates” the search for peace in the Middle 
East. 

The novel situation has now arisen where the 
United States has put itself on public record as being 
opposed to an Israeli act that is, as the State Depart- 
ment reaffirmed Monday, “contrary to international 
law.” The logical assumption is that Mr. Vance will 
discuss the matter with a view to having Israel con- 
form to international law. In other words, the United 
States will seek to have Israel obey the law, and 
Israel has clearly stated that it plans to go ahead with 
its oil exploration work in the Gulf of Suez. A show- 
down seems inevitable on the point, and we will 
watch with keen interest to see whether the 
Americans can convince the Israelis to obey the law, 
let alone create an atmosphere more conducive to an 
Arab-Israeli peace agreement. 

The fact is, international law is usually only 
obeyed when it coincides with the interests of who- 
ever is brought before that law. It carries a certain 
moral weight, but little else, and Israel has never 
hesitated to discard international law when it runs 
counter to its interests. Thus it is quite silly and naive 
to expect that Mr. Vance can convince Israel to stop 
its oil exploration in the Gulf of Suez just because the 
law says it should stop. 

What we have here is a situation where American 
and Israeli interests do not coincide. In the early 
stages of the Gulf of Suez oil dispute, the Israeli 
Navy did not hesitate to fire warning shots to drive 
off American and Egyptian, oil drilling rigs, destroy 
American marker buoys with gunfire or threaten to 
set a $60 million American drill rig adrift by machine- 
gunning its tow line. It would be an interesting ex- 
ercise for Mr. Vance to look into whether the Israeli 
bullets fired at American oil installation in the Gulf 
of Suez were financed by American military grants 
to Israel. It would also be interesting for Mr. Vance 
to look into why Israel refuses to recognise oil explo- 
ration leases granted to American oil companies in 
the area. 

Never mind the Arab-Israeli conflict. Mr. Vance 
will get a good idea of the full gall of the Israeli state 
he has to deal with — and which his country has 
sustained - - simply by trying to solve the American- 
Israeli dispute. 

We wish him luck, and offer him our sympathies. 


ARAB PRESS COMMENTARY 


How practical is suggestion Israeli officials sceptical 
of Palestinian mini-state ? about proposed mini-state 


By Bernard Debusmann 

BEIRUT. Feb. 15. (R). — A 
Palestinian mini-state along- 
side Israel, now favoured by 
Palestinian “moderates”, would 
provide a psychological rather 
than physical home for the 
world's estimated 3.5 milli on 
Palestinians. 

But even if ail concerned ag- 
reed in principle to set up such 
a state — considered unlikely 
in the near future by Palestin- 
ians here -- the practical diffi- 
culties would be formidable. 

And just as Israel could ne- 
ver absorb all the world's 
Jews, a rump Palestinian state 
in territory already densely po- 
pulated could not accommodate 
all Palestinians. 

But it would make a great 
psychological difference to Pa- 
lestinians driven from their 
homes when the Jewish state 
was established in 1948. 

According to Palestinian es- 
timates, the Palestinian popula- 
tion in the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank, which were occu- 
pied by Israel in the 1967 
Arab-Israeli war, now- totals 
about 1 2 milli on. There are 
about 500,000 Palestinians liv- 
ing in Israel proper, one mil- 
lion in Jordan, 400,000 in Leb- 
anon and about 200,000 in Sy- 
ria. 

Others are dispersed throu- 
ghout the Arab World and the- 


re are Palestinian communities 
In Europe, North and South 
America, an even Australia. 

"We are aliens wherever we 
are,” said a Palestinian busi- 
nessman here. “Those of us 
who are successful are distrus- 
ted, those of us who live in 
refugee camps are despised, 
those of us who carry arms are 
feared. 

“We have no home anywhere 
now ... any state of our own 
would be better than none. It 
would give us a sense of secu- 
rity — and it would give us 
a proper passport” 

According to reports from 
Austria, the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) has ci- 
rculated a document saying it 
is willing to accept an inde- 
pendent state made up of the 
Israeli-occupied West' B ank, 
the Gaza Strip, and the tiny en- 
claves of Hamm eh and Auja, 
Which are on Jordanian terri- 
tory, where what used to be 
Palestine meets Syria and Jor- 
dan. 

Those in favour of a mini- 
state envisage the establishm- 
ent of a corridor linking the 
West Bank with the Gaza St- 
rip, a small sliver of land on 
the Mediterranean coast which 
was administered by Egypt un- 
til Israel occupied it in 1967. 

The West Bank and the gaza 
Strip are about 45 ferns, apart 
as the crow flies. 


A road which could serve as 
a link --on the pattern of 
of transit routes between West 
Germany and West Berlin th- 
rough East Germany — Germ- 
any - - runs from Hebron thro- 
ugh Beersabe’ to Gaza town. 

As far as is known, there 
have been no concrete propo- 
sals as to bow such a corridor 
would be administered. 

“At the moment, it seems 
an exercise in abstract theory,” 
a Palestinian official here sakL 

The future of Jerusalem in a 
mini-state is equally vague. 
From 1948 to 1967, the city 
was divided into a western 
part held by Israel and the old 
city m the east administered by 
Jordan. 

The Israelis overran the old 
town in the 1967 war and est- 
ablished their own administra- 
tion over the entire city --in 
eluding A1 Aqsa Mosque, one 
of the Moslem world’s most 
sacred shrines. 

Under United Nations reso- 
lutions. Palestinian refugees 
were to be given the choice of 
returning to their homes or re- 
ceiving compensation for pro- 
perty lost. 

A return to such cities as i 
Jaffa, Heifa and Akka is con- , 
sidered out of the question by 
the Israelis. Who would de- 
cide on the value of lost homes 
there? 


By Bernard Edinger 

TEL AVIV, Feb. 15, (R). — 
Israeli officials are . reacting 
with extreme scepticism to re- 
ports that the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) is mo- 
ving towards the concept of a 
mini-Palestinian state living pe- 
acefully alongside IsraeL 

These moves are regularly 
denied by the PLO as soon as 
they are made public. As far 
as we are concerned, the mini- 
state suggestions are just- a 
tactic being used by the Pales- 
tinians most probably to imp- 
ress public opinion outside the 
Arab World,”* a government 
official said here. 

Last December, when a pri- 
vate group of Israeli peace 
campaigners said they had met 
a high-ranking PLO official in 
Paris and reached agreement 
on the creation of a mini-Pal- 
estinian state, the PLO in Beir- 
ut rapidly denied that any such 
meetings* had taken place. 

It Raid the Palest inian nati- 
onalist movement had not 
dropped its goal of a secular 
state over all of the * former 
British mandate territory of 
Palestine, wihch included the 
.present Jewish state. 

The PLO goal is contained in 
the movement's charter, or Co- 
venant, and implies the disap- 
pearance of Israel as theocra- 


. tic state based on the Jewish 
religion. . ‘ 

But an increasing number of 
reports from the Arab World 
say that Palestinian “modera- 
tes”, including PLO chief Yas- 
ser Arafat, envisage the estab- 
lishment of a Palestinian state 
on Arab territories captured by 
Israel in the war of June, 1967. 

U.N. Secretary General Kurt 
Waldheim told Israeli leaders 
here last week that Mr. Arafat 
implied this to him during a 
meeting in Beirut. 

One of - Mr. Arafat's chief 
aides, Mr. Mohammad Ghone- 
■ im, better known as Abu Mah- 
er, rapidly countered from Da- 
mascus that the PLO had not 
dropped its ultimate objective 
of a secular state for all of 
Palestine. 

Austrian Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky Sunday told reporters 
in Vienna that he believed the 
PLO had changed its aims. He 
spoke after being handed 'la 
document, purportedly from 
the PLO, which said the move- 
ment was willing to accept a 
mini-state alongside Israel. 

Israeli officials say this is not 
new since the Palestinian group 
said last year that it would be 
ready to establish a state on 
any portion of Palestinian ter- 
ritory liberated or evacuated by 
IsraeL 

“Our position is that as long 


as the PLO adheres to 
Palestinian. Covenant ai 
long as the Covenant exh 
the rest is irrelevant,” on 
vemment official said. 

Israel favours the settb 
of a federation between tl 
copied territories and Jon! 
the framework of an egret 
where Israel would have 
peace guarantees. ' . 

At the moment, there 5 \ ' 
- more questions than an' 
on such issues. 

Analysts in Beirut t 
no solution is likely befoi 
Palestinians themselves i 
on a united stand. 

A majority in the PLO f 
understood to be in favcu 
West Bank and Gaza star 
the Rejection Front, mat 
of commando oiganisatioi 
posed to any peaceful 
meat of -the Middle East 
flict, is adamant in its r 
to accept half a loaf. . 

The rejectionists, led.t 
George Habash’s Popular 
for the Liberation of Pa? 
(PFLP), consider even ft 
of a mini-state a betrayal 
Palestinian cause. 

The PFLP will do iisT 
to sway Palestinian • 
against it at a meeting 
Palestine National { 
(PNC) — the Palestmkr 
1 iament- in-exile — set 
to open in Cairo on Ma: 


if you have a feeling there’s a world conspiracy afoot. . . you may be rig 


By G wynne Dyer 

There was a time, not so 
long ogo, when simple-minded 
students of history were war- 
ned by their betters against 
the folly of ‘conspiracy theo- 
ries' --the paranoid delusion 
that ali history was a scurri- 
lous plot manipulated by hid- 
den hands. But recent revela- 
tions have helped greatly to 
restore the belief that a lot of 
what happens* is indeed the 
fault of reds, blacks-white de- 
vils -blue meanies under the bed. 

In America, there have been 
the deliberate deceptions that 
committed the country to the 
Vietnamese war, the whole Wa- 
tergate disgrace, and the re- 
cent discovery that up to 90 
Congressmen were on the pay- 
roll of the South Korean sec- 
ret service. U.S. Central Intel- 
ligence Agency (CIA) destabili- 
sation programmes destroyed 
the Chilean and Cambodian 
governments, with extremely 
unpleasant consequences, and 
did their ludicrous best to over- 
throw Dr. Fidel Castro as well. 

In 1971 the Russians cons- 
pired with the All Sabri fac- 
tion to overthrow the' Egyptian 
government In 1974-75 Portu- 
gal was so flooded with CIA 


and KGB operatives that they 
constituted a definite traffic 
hazard. 

Long before the Angolan ci- 
vil war broke into the open, 
the opposing factions were 
bankrolled, aimed and to a 
considerable extent controlled 
by the Russian, American, Chi- 
nese and South African intel- 
ligence services. Hardly a 
month goes by without some 
new. Libyan-backed plot against 
an Arab government 

There is unquestionably a lot 
of it about, and people can be 
forgiven for believing that no- 
thing is quite what it seems. 
Whether governments them- 
selves believe it or not, they 
find the popular willingness to 
believe quite useful. 

Thus Greeks and Greek- 
Cypriots almost unanimously 
believe that their recent mis- 
fortunes were the result of 
American manipulation -- if it 
rains in Greece these days, it's 
the fault of the CIA -- and 
Jamaica fights an election on 
the issue of a purported CIA 
destabilisation campaign. When 
Egyptians riot over food prices, 
the government conveniently 
blames it on Russian intrigue, 
and white governments in Sou- 
thern Africa explain black un- 


rest as the result solely of 
Communist agitation. 

Two current examples of 
conspiracy theories show how 
far the process has gone -- 
especially since ; n both cases 
there probably are quite genu- 
ine conspiracies. One is in 
Spain, the other in the west 
African republic of Benin (nee 
Dabomey). 

Benin is one of those little 
countries that pretend to be 
governed by *Marxist-Lenirust 
Scientific Socialism,’ but ac- 
tually are merely tinpot dic- 
tatorships dressing up oppres- 
sion with fancy dogma. Very 
early one morning last month 
a DC-8 landed unceremonious- 
- ly at the airport in Cotonou, 
the capital, and out tumbled 
almost 100 armed men, about 
half of them white. 

Firing their weapons in all 
directions, thejJ marched to 
within 150 yards of the Presi- 
dential Palace. Then they st- 
rolled back again, and took 
off. The government trium- 
phantly announced the repulse 
of this gang of “mercenaries 
in the pay of international im- 
perialism,” and proceeded to 
arrest most of the foreigners 
in sight 

But shortly some curious 


facts began to emerge. The 
whole raid was carried out with 
astonishing casualness -- “they 
acted as if they didn’t have 
a care In the .world," said one 
foreign diplomat - - and the 
bloodthirsty henchmen of neo- 
colonialism even stopped off 
for drinks on their way back 
to the airport. The press re- 
ported 500 dead, but the grie- 
ving government .could produce 
only six dead patriots.. 

People are a nasty, ‘ suspi- 
cious lot, and fairly soon they 
were suggesting that it was all 
a hoax. £1 fact, almost every- 
body out of reach of a Benin 
jail will say publicly that the 
whole thing was got up as a 
means of shoring up the gov- 
ernment's prestige at home, and 
winning it sympathy elsewhere 
in Africa. And they are most 
certainly right. 

From the ridiculous to the 
serious. In the past two months 
a terrorist organisation called 
GRAPO (The First of October 
Anti-Fascist Resistance Groups) 
has been doing its best to sabo- 
tage Spain’s delicate progress 
towards democracy. It began 
on Dec. 11 by kidnapping the 
President of the Council of 
State (who is still captive, or 
perhaps dead), and went on to 


murder three policemen and 
kidnap a senior military officer 
in January. Both hostages were 
released by police on Feb. 11. 

Nevertheless, GRAPO’s ope- 
rations were slickly profession- 
al, as is its propaganda, which 
portr&ys it as far-left terrorists 
trying to extort a political am- 
nesty from the government. 
But in fact they have been 
holding up the amnesty, and 
nobpety can ■ trace ...their . Jinks 
with any Spanish political gr- 
ouping on the left. 

At the same time another 
hitherto unknown organisation 
calling itself the Apostolic An- 
ticommunist Alliance (AAA), 
closely modelled on the Ar- 
gentine rightwing death sq- 
uads, has been working the 
other side of the street. They 
claim responsibility for the un- 
provoked murder of a leftwing 
student demonstrator on Jan. 
25. and the cold-blooded mas- 
sacre of five Communist law- 
yers a couple of days later. 
Again, there are no apparent 
links with any Spanish political 
group. 

There is a strong suspicion 
in Spain that both organisations 
are fronts for the same group 1 
of plotters, who are tryihg to 
halt the move towards democ- 


racy and provoke a n 
take-over. But speculate 
rely starts there, 

Are they ■ rightwing, in 
case that is their final 
or are they extreme I 
trying to prepare the g 
for a revolution by sunn 
up a repressive militar 
eminent? Are the men w 
guns the sincere dupes 
manipulators, or mere!: 
- fessional killers? And k 
Is' foreign backing, as to 
eminent suspects, who j 
the CIA, the KGB, or 
dark horse like the Cub. 

The sad fact is that 
noia is not just fashion! 
is all too often sensible 
world where the only a- 
We justification for ac 
‘popular’ approval, the m 
old-fashioned power poll 
operate in disguise behii 
ferns front* organisations 
ever more acute. 

You can’t send a £ 
any more -- not withot 
voting a great outcry, t 
-- but you can still 
a 'revolution'. Which i 
perhaps two-thirds of 
hundred ‘revolutionary 1 
raents in the world -ted 
largely paid for and an 
some one else’s govemns 


One of the Jordanian dailies 
Tuesday commented on the Is- 
raeli "Vadim scandal” and its 
repercussions on the Middle 
East peace efforts underway, 
while the second daily discus- 
sed the talks to unify political 
action between Egypt and Jor- 
dan which started in Cairo Mo- 
nday between the Chief of the 
Royal Cabinet, Sharif Abdul 
Hamid Sharaf, and Egyptian 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Ismail 
Fahmi. 

AL RAT. under the headline 
"Israel's Watergate . . . what 
after ?”, says that tile Yadlin 
scandal has placed Israel's La- 
bour Party, one of the corner- 
stones of Israeli policy,' in an 
embarrasing position and has 
made it possible for it to face de- 
feat in the coming elections. 

We cannot pretend that this 
affair is an internal problem 
and of no concern to us as Ar- 
abs, the paper says, as any 
possible change in Israeli poli- 
tical configurations might well 
have a direct result on the pea- 
ce efforts. Will there be a str- 
ong political front in Israel to 
decide on peace moves, the pa- 
per asks, and will international 
Zionism be obliged to keep the 
political situation in Israel va- 
gue and thus avoid as long as 
possible the adoption of deci- 
sions on peace settlements ? - 

If Israel had tried to take ad- • 


vantage of the recent troubles 
in EgyF 1 to put in doubt the 
capacity of one of the Arab 
leaders to achieve peace, will 
it not use its internal situation 
to put in doubt the “efforts for 
an impossible peace ?”. the pa- 
per concludes. 

AI DUSTOUR, discussing the 
Jordanian-Egyptian talks aimed 
at coordinating and strength- 
ening bilateral political action, 
says that these talks were made 
possible following the fruitful 
discussions held between King 
Hussein and President Sadat in 
Aswan a few weeks ago. The 
talks were important, the paper 
says, as they dealt with the po- 
litical activity underway in the 
region and the expected results 
of the various visits which fore- 
ign officials are paying to the 
region. ■» 

No doubt, the paper says, the 
clarity of vision on an Arab 
unified startegy which was ag- 
reed upon between the two lea- 
ders and the coordination and 
unity of work between Amman* 
Damascus, and Cairo-Dama- 
scus, will enable the Jordanian- 
Egyptian talks to help more 
effectively in coordinating uni- 
fied Arab political action dur- 
ing the coming stage which co- 
uld be the last opportunity for 
political action to be able to 
play any role in the achieve- 
ment of peace. 


FOR SALE 

Wooden, completely fitted barracks, cons- 
truction materials, various tools, auto spare 
parts, canvas overalls and other materials. 

Available in Zarqa. 

For further information call : 

INDUSTRIALEXPORT COMPANY, AMMAN 

TEL. : 39589. 
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10:00 News in En glish 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Ambulance (government) TeL 75111 

Civil defence rescue ” 24391-4 ■ 

Fin headquarters * 22090 

First aid, fire, poUce » 19 

Iordan Electric Power Co. (emergency) ” 36381-2 

M unic ip al water service (emergency) ' • 37111-4 
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Najdeb, roving patrol rescue police, (EngUah 

^JOken) 24 hours a day for emergency help * 21111,37777 

Cultural Centres 
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Amman Municipal Library ■ Mill 
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Gerald Ford sends 
condolences to King 


AMAN (JNA). ‘ — His ‘Majfc- 
\ King Hussein Tuesday rece- 
:d a cable of condolence on 
» death of the late": Queen 


v \txPLOSIVE DEVICE 
r ' : IT OFF IN HEBRON 

' ,r! jri j\ . 

v - I 1 ,, ,CCUP/ED JERUSALEM (R). j 
A small explosive device 

•: m tf~J 08 set off Monday near the 
/ ''\itrnhce to the Ibmhimi Mos- 
in Hebron, sources said* \ 
i.-.j ‘.lere were no casualties and \ 
* . . ‘ 7 1 ^image. was minimal* the so- i 
es added* j 


Alya from former U.S. Preside- 
nt Gerald Ford. 

In Berne, the President of 
the Swiss Federal Council and 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Pierre 
Graber, paid a visit to- the 
Jor dania n embassy where he 
offered the condolences of the 
Swiss people and government 
on the passing away of Queen 
Alya- “ 

Swiss government officials 
and heads of foreign diploma- 
tic missions in Switzerland also 
visited the embassy to offer 
their condolences. 

In Vienna, President Rudolf 
Kirchschlager of Austria paid 
a visit to Jordan’s General Con- 
sulate, were he offered his con- 
dolences. 


^ LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

* 


. . ;i ^ ; >,)ear Sir. 

.?* ^fTith reference to the article 
” > flections in Pakistan end in- 
i^^by G wynne Dyer in ..the 
K>i. 11 issue of the Jordan 
.'*• 1 - ies, I wish to point out some 
. ( ^jc inaccuracies in some of 
1 : ' -^.statements made by the au-' 
1 ■'V'-^r. -- The Pakistan Peoples’ 
" ■ is not **0110051 exclusively 

. jabi”. On the contrary, it 
-' a truly national character 
j-? its membership is constitu- 
: i-by people from all four pro- 
;>i: ^res of the country. This is 
■ v. obvious from the appli- 

. ~ ons received for National 
' r , - embly tickets and party no- 
’t* .. Rations for contesting the 
lions, in all the provinces. 

' ^ - Further, the National Aw- 
' " Partv has been banned not 


because K is. as the author 
implies, the political voice of 
the non-Punjabi people of Nor- 
thwest Frontier and Baluchis- 
tan, because the party was in- 
dulging in anti-state activities. 
There can .be no better proof 
of this -fact than the decision 
by the government to make a 
reference to the Supreme Co- 
urt of Pakistan so that its own 
decision be judged on its mer- 
its. 

-- Moreover, there is no ins- 
urgency of any level in Balu- 
chistan. Instead, along with 
the people the government is 
busy implementing develop- 
ment programmes for the uplift 
of the area. 

-- NJ1. Ansar i 


Public security 
use of computer 
discussed at RSS 


AMMAN (JNA). — The possibi- 
lity of the public security direc- 
torate making use of Royal 
Scientific Society (RSS) expe- 
rience and its modern equip- 
ment was discussed at a meet- 
ing Tuesday at the RSS attend- 
ed by Maj.-Gen- G hazi Arabi- 
yat. Director of Public Security, 
Dr. Albert Butros, the RSS Di- 
rector General, and a number 
of specialised officials and pu- 
blic security officers. 

Stress was put in particular 
on the use of the RSS compu- 
ter at the public security direc- 
torate and frontier outposts to 
ensure better services for inco- 
ming and outgoing travellers. 

During the meeting it was 
agreed to form a committee 
comprising public security and 
RSS representatives to continu- 
ed coordination and to study 
the use of RSS equipment in 
the public security directorate 
and training of the latter’s per- 
sonnel in its use. 



Minister calls for 
new educational ideas 


Public Security head Ghazi Arabiyat (right) listens intently to the proceedings of a meet- 
ing held Tuesday aimed at increasing cooperation between the Royal Scientific Society and his direc- 
torate. (JNA photo). 


AMMAN (JNA). — The Minist- 
er of Education, Dr. Abdul Sa- 
lam A1 Majali, has stressed the 
importance of changing educa- 
tional ideas so as to put more 
emphasis on meaning and spi- 
rit and to concentrate more on 
* implanting values and sound 
trends, thus changing positively 
the students' general conduct. 

Dr. A1 Majali, who was spea- 
king at a meeting of headmas- 
ters of secondy and preparatory 
government and private schools 
in the Amman Govemorate at 
Sukaina Bint A1 Hussein secon- 
dary school Tuesday, said that 
such a procedure would requi- 
re a review of the education 
system, curricula and textbooks 
for the benefit of students and 
teachers alike- He stressed that 
His Majesty King Hussein and 


Casing work underway 
before Talal Dam filled 


AMMAN (JNA). — Work has 
begun on the King Talal Dam 
to case its reservoir in prepar- 
ation for initial pumping of wa- 
ter at the beginning of March. 
The dam’s water level should 
initially reach 145 metres and 



finally 169 metres above sea 
level. 

The Director General of the 
Tributaries Corporation Mr. 
Zafer A1 Budeiri, said the am- 
ount of initial water storage 
space would largely depend on 
flood water from side valleys 
and streams. 

King Talal Dam, whose cost 
will total JD 11.5 million, will 
ensure irrigation on a regular 
basis for 60,000 dunums of land 
in the Jordan Valley. It will 
also supply the Amman district 
with water. The dam's storage 
capacity of 56 million cubic 
metres will also be used to ge- 
nerate power in the future. 

A tourist area will be set up 
around the 6.5 km long reser- 
voir. 


New water 
system 
completed 
in Amman 

AMMAN (JNA). — Work on 
the new water system in the 
Shmeisani, Nuzha, Jabal Nazzal 
and Jabal A1 Nasr areas in Am- 
man has been completed and 
the network is being connected 
to houses in these areas by 
means of extension pipes, an 
informed source in the Water 
and Sewage Authority said 
Tuesday. 

The source said that arrange- 
ments are being prepared to 
ensure enough water for all of 
Amman's districts during the 
coming s umm er by means of 
other new water systems. 


Improvement of tourist 
services discussed 


ister of Tourism and Antiquities Ghaleb Bazakat Tuesday presides over a meeting on the future 
xntam in Jordan. To Ms right is Alia Chairman AU Ghandour. (JNA photo). 


AMMAN (JNA). — The future 
of tourism in Jordan in the li- 
ght of an expected boom in 
this field was the subject of 
discussion at a meeting chair- 
ed by Minister of Tourism and 
Antiquities Ghaleb Barakat Tu- 
esday. 

During the meeting, measu- 
res were adopt:. J to keep tour- 
ism in Jordan up to internatio- 
nal standards. Several commi- 
ttees were formed to prepare 
studies and recommendations 
aimed at developing touristic 
services and encouraging tour- 
ism in the country. 


The meeting was attended by 
the director general of tourism, 
the chairman of Alia, the Ro- 
yal Jordanian Airlines, and oth- 
er in the field of tourism and 
hotel management. ; . 

Meanwhile, the preparatory 
committee for the third confe- 
rence of Arab ministers of to- 
urism ended its meeting in Ca- 
iro Tuesday. 

A spokesman for the Arab 
Tourist Union said the comm- 
ittee had studied the working 
papers to be submitted to the 
ministers when they meet in 
Baghdad on March 26. 


NATIONAL NOTES 


AMMAN. — The Food and Agriculture Organisation (FAO) 
Tuesday approved Jordan's membership of the FAO Agriculture 
Committee, which is to convene in Rome in April. 

# AMMAN A consignment of 20,000 tons of American wheat 

arrived at Aqaba Monday evening, while another shipment of 13 
tons of Bulgarian meat arrived here by air Tuesday noon for distri- 
bution to retailers. 

# AMMAN. — The Ministry of Industry and Commerce Tuesday 
approved a request submitted by a Greek company to set up a 
paint manufacturing plant, which is to start operating within a 
period of six months. 

$ AMMAN. — Minister of Agriculture Salah Jum’a Tuesday met 
the Nationalist Chinese ambassador to Jordan. They discussed the 
subjects of Chinese agricultural experts seconded to the ministry 
and- Jordan’s need for experts in the fields of sprinkler irrigation 
and vegetable planting. 

#- AMMAN. — Director General of the Social Affairs Department 
Khaled Al Radaydeh Tuesday presided over a meeting of Social 
Affaires directors in the various govemorates to discuss the amen- 
dment of the department’s statutes and its organisation. 

$- AMMAN. — The acting secretary general at the Foreign Mi- 
nistry received the French and Rumanian ambassadors to Jordan 
Tuesday. 

* AMMAN. — The Minister of State for Foreign Affairs, Mr. 
Hassan Ibrahim, received the Greek ambassador to Jordan Tuesday. 

AMMAN. — The first medical conference for Jordanian doctors 
is due to take place in Amman on March 4. The conferees will 
debate several medical topics in various branches of internal me- 
dicine. 

* AMMAN. — Jordan wfll participate in the Arab cities confer- 
ence. scheduled to be held In Rabat on April 4. 

■sfc AMMAN. — Her Highness Princess Haya will receive sympa- 
thisers on the death of her husband the late Sharif Abdul Karim 
JaTar m her house until Thursday Feb. 17, JNA announced Tues- 
day. 

# AMMAN. — His Highness Crown Prince Hassan Thursday will 
open Prince Hassan Mosque located in Shmeisani. The Ministry 
of Waqfs will hold a celebration on this occasion to be attended 
by members of the Islamic diplomatic corps and representatives 
of public and official organisations. 

* AMMAN. — A civil aviation delegation has left for Uruguay for 
talks with officials there on concluding a bilateral air transport 
agreement between Jordan and Uruguay. 


his Government are seeking to 
improve the lot of school teach- 
ers at the earliest possible ti- 
me and in accordance with av- 
ailable material resources. 


Delegation 
from Hebron 
visits Amman 


AMMAN (JNA). — Minister of 
Interior Suleiman Arar presen- 
ted a fire engine to the Heb- 
ron municipality from the Civil 
Defence Directorate when he 
met a municipal delegation 
from that town, currently on a 
visit to Jordan. 

Both the minister and the 
delegation stressed the histor- 
ical and nationalist ties binding 
the East and West Banks of 
Jordan. The delegation expres- 
sed its thanks to His Majesty 
King Hussein and his Govern- 
ment for Jordan’s noble stands 
and continuing support for the 
people of the occupied West 
Bank. 


Exchange Rates 


Following are the official ex- 
change rates in effect at- the 
start of today’s business day, 
as set by the Central Bank of 
Jordan. 

The first column is how much 
you would receive in Jorda- 
nian fils for selling a unit of 
the foreign currency, while the 
second column denotes how 
much it would cost you to buy 
a unit of the foreign euxrency: 

U.K. sterling 563.0 569.0 

U.S. dollar 331.0 333.0 

German mark 138.7 139.1 

French franc 66.7 67.0 

Swiss franc 132.7 133.1 

Italian lira (for 
every 100)- 37.6 37.8 

Saudi riyal 94.6 94.9 

Lebanese pound 109.0 110.0 

Syrian pound 81.9 822 

Iraqi dinar 943.0 948.0 

Kuwaiti dinar 1.153 1.158 

Egyptian pound 470.0 478.0 

Libyan dinar 790.0 805.0 

UAE dirham 85:0 85.S 


FOREIGN CURRENCY 
EXCHANGE OFFICE 
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Rubber producers band together as demand increases 




The fourth in the series of preliminary talks on a 
new deal in commodities recently took place on rub- 
ber. It was the most promising of the four, perhaps 
because the rubber industry talks from strength 
since synthetics were knocked by increased oil prices. 
But this does not mean any progress on the wider 
front — the UNCTAD proposals for a common com- 
modities fund. 


By Roy Laishley 


GENEVA (Gemini) — The 
negotiating session in Geneva 
between rubber producers and 
consumers ended on a much 
more positive and constructive 
note than the previous three 
commodity negotiations on co- 
pper, hard fibres and jute. 

After a week of pragmatic 
discussions a resolution was 
adopted that “measures design- 
ed to reduce excessive price 
volatility in the international 
rubber market and to achieve 


stable conditions at price lev- 
els which are remunerative and 
just to producers and equit- 
able to consumers would be in 
the interests of both parties.** 
Ibis carefully worded sen- 
tence indicates a far greater 
willingness on the part of con- 
sumers to consider an interna- 
tional agreement. The present 
strength of natural rubber aga- 
inst synthetic substitutes, for 
both price and technical reas- 
ons, and a limited, well-prepar- 
ed technical position from pro- 
ducers w e r e dearly Instrumen- 


tal in producing a more cons- 
tructive dialogue between pro- 
ducers and consumers. 

All natural rubber comes fr- 
om developing countries: most 
from a group of countries in 
Southeast Asia. Malaysia, Sri 
Lanka, Indonesia and Thailand 
provide nearly 90 per cent of 
world exports, with only Libe- 
ria competing to any significant 
extent 

While rubber production do- 
es not dominate the economy 
of any one country — at its 
highest it represents a third, of 
Malaysia's ' export earnings — 
the rural nature of production 
and the geographical proxi- 
mity of the producing countries 
make it a vital money-earner 
to many of the 200 millions 
living in the region of South- 
east Asia. 

Fur the moment the future is 
looking brighter for natural 
rubber producers. The oil price 
rises of 1973 adversely affected 
the competitiveness of synthe- 
tic substitutes. Ever since, the- 
re has been noticably more up- 
ward bounce in the natural 
rubber market 

During the sixsties, produc- 
ers had experienced the gra- 
dual erosion of their markets 
so familiar to other primary 


commodity producers. By 1973 
synthetic rubber commanded 
some two-thirds of total rub- 
ber consumption, and the retd 
price of natural rubber (tak- 
ing account of inflation) had 
dropped by half from its 1963 
leveL 

In 1973, however, OPEC's 
action on oil prices resulted in 
a jump in the price of rubber's 
synthetic substitutes. For ex- 
ample, one common synthetic, 
SBR 1500, rose from a 1972 
price of £175 a tonne to £350 
a tonne by mid- 1974. 

With the natural produce se- 
lling at around £300. A tonne, 
rubber-producing countries fo- 
und their product in demand 
again. During the next two 
years natural rubber clawed 
back some of the ground it had 
lost over the previous ten. 

Today natural and synthetic 
rubber are in a more delicate 
price balance. The recent oil 
price rise was good news for 
natural rubber producers. Whi- 
le oil prices remain high, thro- 
ugh Western demand or OPEC 
policy, and while synthetics 
remain oil -based, natural rub- 
ber can expect to maintain its 
markets arid its price. Projec- 
tions by Malaysia’s Rubber Re- 
search Institute show a rising 


Vast solar sails promise to 


unravel mysteries of solar system 


PASADENA, California (CSM). 
— A vessel driven across the 
trackless void of space by 
vast silver sails filled with light 
-- this is the science fiction 
dream that the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administra- 
tion (NASA) has decided 
should become reality. 

In the waning days of last 
year, space agency officials 
earmarked 53-2 million to be- 
gin designing, developing and 
budding a prototype solar sad. 
If ad goes well, one of the 
very -first of- these cosmic dip- 
pers will rendezvous with Hal- 
leyV Comet on its next swing 
into the inner solar system in 
1986. 

If it works the way desig- 
ners hope, the solar sail will 
become a particularly elegant 
form of interplanetary shuttle, 
greatly enhancing mankin d's 
ability to explore the solar 
system. 

“It is the most exciting thing 
to come along in 15 years,” 
says BUI Lyman of the Jet Pro- 
pulsion Laboratory (JPL), an 
engineer getting deeply in- 
volved in solar sad design. 

The end product will be 
awe-inspiring, but the basic 
idea is simple: Take about 0.4 
sq. km. of polymer film one- 
thousandth of an inch thick. 
Coat it with reflective alumin- 
um a few atoms thick. Hang 
this on a rigid frame in outer 
space and the pressure of the 
sunlight that reflects off its 
surface pushes it the way the 
wind does a conventional sail. 

Tilting &i various angles to 
the sun allows the sad 



Solar aafl buoyed by reflected 
ley's Comet. 


' fa 1986 rendezvous with Al- 


to 


“tack” In towards the centre 
of the solar system or “run” 
out to Jupiter, Neptune, Saturn. 
It would do this without nee- 
ding any fueL 

‘The beautiful thing about 
the sail is that it is so simple,” 
exclaims Lou Friedman, the 
programme leader. That is not 
to say, however, that sail-ma- 
king -- space-style -- is a 
breeze. One of the biggest 
problems is "deployment", Mr. 
Freidman explains. 

The engineers must figure 
out how to fold this gigantic 
sail into a cylinder four metres 
across and 13 metres long. It 
must fit inside the cargo bay 
of the space shuttle. 


Then spars and reflective 
film must automatically unfurl 
into a shimmering silver square 
almost a kilometre on a side. 


To do this, they have wor- 
ked out a way to pleat the ex- 
tremely thin polymer and ac- 
cordion-fold it into a cannister. 
The 1,200-metre spars are to 
be made of a lattice-work of 
thin-walled titanium tubing, 
whidi they literally wind down 
into a spiral only 4 metres 
long. 

Besides the square sail, JPL 
scientists are studying another 
concept. This is a giant pin- 
wfaeel called a "helio-gyro”, 
consisting of 12, fibre-rein- 
forced "blades” five kilomet- 


RUBBER OSLO 


A commodity hit by synthetics 


67-5% of total rubber consumption is taken 
by synthetics . Rate of substitution now slowed 
because of synthetics’ dependence on oil. 


1977 38-9c 


1953 37-3 cents lb 


1 1974 32-4C 



j Main exporters 





INDONESIA 

LIBERIA 



20% 

12% 



res long and nine metres wide. 
The entire craft would spin 
and centrifugal force would 
keep the blades extended. 

This design allows the ma- 
terial to be rolled instead of 
folded, so deployment would 
be no problem, explains Jerry 
Wright, the scientist whose re- 
search established the feasibi- 
lity of the solar sail in 1975. 

However, there is some un- 
certainty about how these long 
ribbons of ultra-light material 
will act. The construction of 
the blades is complicated, also, 
because of the reinforcement 
needed, he says. 

fa general, the square sail 
has more smaller problems to 
be worked out while the helio- 
gyro has a few big ones that 
must be solved, the experts 
jay. 

The helio-gyro would, steer 
a littje like a helicopter, twis- 
* ting its blades at different an- 
gles relative to the sun. But 
the best method for controlling 
the square sail has not yet 
been determined. 

One concept puts four smal- 
ler sails, which move indepen- 
dently, at each comer. Ano- 
ther would reef and unreef 
various parts of the sail. A 
third is the "cannonball and 
clothesline approach” which 
turns the sail by shifting heavy 
weights. 

Both ' concepts share the 
problem of perfecting the right 
type of sail doth. It must be 
thin, strong, heat-resistant, and 
not too expensive. The ma- 
terial favoured at the moment 
is a polymer called Kapton. 

According to Dr. Wright, 
this material should last a few 
years at least -- -long enough 
to complete the contemplated 
missions. “We are hoping that 
it will turn brittle, but hold to- 
gether something like the man- 
tle of a gas or kerosene light. 
If so, a sail could have a life- 
time of 10 to 20 years,” says 
the scientist. 

No one ‘is ready yet to say 
how much a solar sail- will 
cost Sceptics, like the deve- 
lopers of the competitive ion 
drive systems, argue that sails 
are boimd to have an exorbi- 
tant price tag simply because 
they need so much material. 

Engraved on the tombstone 
of Konstantin Tsiolkovski, the 
Soviet, scientist who first sug- 
gested ’the solar sail concept, 
are bis prophetic words: 

“Man will not always stay 
on earth; the pursuit of life 
and of light and space will 
lead him to penetrate the 
bounds of the atmosphere, ti- 
midly at first, but in the end 
to conquer the whole of solar 
spaces.” 


real price up to 1978-9. 

But natural rubber has also 
suffered from a general drop 
in demand for rubber-based pr- 
oducts. The year 1974-5 saw a 
general industrial recession 
that led to a substantial drop 
in export volume. As earnings 
fell with demand so did price 
and much of the potential ga- 
ins from 1973 wiped out 

Like many primary products, 
demand for rubber is geared to 
industrial production in the 
West. In this case it is the mo- 
tor car that sells rubber. Th- 
ree-quarters of the rubber sold 
to the major Western import- 
ing countries is used in the 
production of eyres and tyre 
products. 

With car sales beginning to 
show an upward curve in many 
countries, optimists are expec- 
ting a 15 per cent rise in rub- 
ber consumption in 1977. 

Natural rubber producers 
are now concerned to mainta- 
in their advantage. Malaysia, 
in particular, has ploughed 
back its revenue from rubber 
into research and development. 
Over the years improved pro- 
duction methods have raised 
yields from an average of 
560 kgs a hectare in the 1920s 
to today's staggering 1,200 
kgs in some Malaysian estates. 

Experiments suggests a pos- 
sible yield of 3,360 kgs- With 
shorter maturity periods be- 
fore the trees can be tapped, 
producers are hoping to imp- 
rove the flow and regularity 
of supply. 

Supply I s not 

the whole battle. Demand for 
natural rubber is sensitive to 
its quality, and one more so 
than in the tyre industry. Ne- 
arly all tyres are a blend of 
natural and synthetic rubber, 
with redials and truck tyres, 
for example, taking a higher 

proportion of the natural pro- 
duct 

By improving the quality, 
and in particular, by keeping 
it more standardised, produ- 
cers are hoping to make their 
natural product more appealing 
to manufacturers. 

Backed-up with a number of 
joint marketing ventures, such 
as Malaysia has agreed with 
Dunlop and Firestone, these 
new advancements should en- 
sure that natural rubber at 
least maintains its share of 
the market 

But the experience of 1974-5 
has convinced the majority of 
producers of the need for addi- 
tional market regulation mea- 
sures. With a possible glut of 
rubber from 1982 coming after 
possible shortages in 1978-9, 
producers are anxious to gear 
supply more neatly to demand. 

At a meeting in Jakarta last 
November, the major Asian 
producers set up an Interna- 
tional Rubber Council. At that 
meeting the need for a buffer 
stock, when present market 
conditions change, to maintain 
price by absorbing the worst 
of market fluctuations was al- 
so agreed. 

Although most estimates fix 
on a stock of some 450,000- 
500,000 tonnes as the most ap- 
propriate size, producing count- 
ries could only find sufficient 
finance for a stock of 100,000 
tonnes. 

The talks in Geneva were im- 
portant because the meeting 
was presented with detailed 
technical proposals from a po- 
sition of market strength. Pro- 
ducers presented a united fr- 
ont, and in a major concession 
consuming countries saw the 
producers’ proposals drawn up 
in Jakarta as an important ba- 
sis for serious consideration of 
broader international arrange- 
ments on natural rubber. 

This could indicate a willing- 
ness on the part of consumers 
to enter an agreement on rub- 
ber, and one in which finance 
for a larger buffer stock would 
be available. However, while 
the meeting represents prog- 
ress for rubber, it does not 
necessarily indicate a similar 
advance for UNCTAD’s wider 
integrated programme, or for 
its common fund. 

Consuming countries were 
careful to make no statement 
that would prompt their posi- 
tion on the common fund. As 
a result more concrete moves 
on rubber must wait unto this 
wider battle has been resolved. 
The next rubber meeting is 
scheduled for April/May. Some 
optimists hope for an agree- 
ment by 1978. 


THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM OF JORDAN 

AMMAN WATER AND SEWERAGE AUTHORITY (AWSA) 


INVITATION FOR CONSULTING SERVICES FOR FEASIBILITY 
STUDY AND FINAL DESIGN FOR THE. CONSTRUCTION OF 
ABDOUN EARTH - FILL DAM IN AMMAN AREA. 


The Amman Water and Sewerage Authority (AWSA) intends to retain 
the service of an internationally qualified and experienced consulting firm 
to prepare, in association with a qualified Jordanian consulting fixing fea- 
sibility study* and final design for the construction of Abdonn Dam is 
Amman Area according to the terms of reference which can be obtained 
from the AWSA office in Amman. 


Firms interested in undertaking this work axe hereby requested tc 
submit their proposals in three separate sealed envelopes, clearly number- 
ed No. I, No. 2, No. 3. 


These envelopes shall contain the following : 


Envelope I ; Pre-qualification information giving details of the firm and ito 
experience in the fields relating to the prefect j 


Envelope 2 : Technical proposal based on the terms of reference, inchidtaf 
schedule of work and staff. 


Envelope 3 : Fees and basis of its calculation for each item of tin 
project 


All envelopes should be numbered and marked : 


“FEASIBILITY STUDY AND FINAL DESIGN OF ABDOUN DAM*, 


Envelopes should be addressed to : 

The General Manager, Amman Water & Sewerage Authority, 

P.O. Box: 2412, 

AMMAN -JORDAN. 

Applications must arrive before 12:00 noon, Saturday 26th March, 1971 


Discovering the wonders of 
an icy , underwater world ... 


By David F. Salisbury 


The Christian Science Moni- 
tor News Service 


McMURDO BASE, ANTARC- 
TICA — "Fishing’s good”, 
says Art Devries, squinting 
down into the circle of icy 
blue water filling the hole in 
the floor of his fish shack. 

Dr. Devries, Associate Pro- 
fessor at the University of Il- 
linois, is no ordinary fisher- 
man. And the fish he catches 
are no ordinary fish. 

His five-foot-wide fishing ho- 
le is bored through 12 feet of 
sea ice a mile or two off Ross 
Island here in Antarctica. And 
his work is part of UJS. efforts 
to understand the life that po- 
pulates the fringes of this fro- 
zen continent so that increas- 
ing human activity in the area 
will not destroy it 

“If you tossed a perch or any 
other temperate fish into the 
water here it would freeze in 
25 to 30 seconds,” says the 
sandy-haired scientist. 

With stocking cap, plaid 
shirt, and tanned face he looks 
more like a professional outdo- 
orsman than an Antarctic re- 
searcher. 

The 15 species of fish that 
swim in the below-freezing (28 
degree F.) waters here have 
developed a special form of pr- 
otection, he explains. A natu- 
ral kind of antifreeze flows th- 
rough their veins. Some Arctic 
fish have developed a similar 
brand of protection. 

“Only fish need antifreeze,” 
says Dr. Devries as he fiddles 
with a rusty old gasoline engi- 
ne attached to a winch. He us- 
es this to haul in his quarter- 
inch stainless-steel fishing line. 

Seals and penguins are wa- 
rm-blooded and have develop- 
ed a thick coating of blubber 
and other ways to insulate the- 
mselves from the cold. Octopi, 
sea anemone and related under- 
sea creatures have as much sa- 
lt in their bodies as seawater 


does. This keeps than from 
freezing. 

But fish cann ot keep them - 

selves warm .this way — their 
bodies will not tolerate e 
high salt concentrations o. m 
invertebrates, and they most 
pass icy water over their <-'*ls 
to breathe. 


That's wlty they have evolv- 
ed a chemical similar to the 
antifreeze added to automobile 
radiators in winter. This che- 
mical, by latching onto tiny 
ice crystals m the water and 
keeping them from growing to 
the point where they might da- 
mage the fish’s cells, lowers 
the temperature at which the 
fish freeze. 

Dr. Devries’s gasoline engine 
starts with a cough and he be- 
gins reeling In the 1,200-foot 


I 



V 


Art Devries w91 tag this Ant- 
arctic cod, then return it to the 
icy water. 


fishing line. A shadowy fish 
form becomes distinct in the 
clear water. It is an Antarctic 
cod (dissostichus mawsoni), the 
largest of the antifreeze-equip- 
ped fishes. 

In the past five years. Dr. 


I Mam importers 



JAPAN 

USSR 



9% 

8% 



Demand may increase as car industry comes out of recession . 
Some experts say ironing out price fluctuations could raise 
natural rubber’s share of market to 40%. But large bufferstock 
would be needed to stabilise prices. Producers want prices 
linked to cost of manfactured imports . 


• c 

r*Q636 


Mitsui Q&K. Lines 


R e gular , direct and fast service on modern vessels from 
JAPAN — KOREA — HONG KONG — SINGAPORE TO AQABA 

Loading ports and dates of arrival and departure : 


Vessels’s Name 


CHICAGO MARU 


BREMEN MARU 


YOKOHAMA 


11/2 


19/2 


NAGOYA 


12/2 


21/2 


KOBE 


17/2 


24/2 


BUSAN 


19/2 


1/3 


HONGKONG 


23/2 


4/3 


SINGAPORE 


28/2/77 


8/3/77 


For your booking please apply to local agents ; 

T. GARGOUR & FILS, 

Phone : 22307, 22308, 21050 — Telex 1213 
P.O. Box 419 

King Hussein Street — * Amman. 


AQABA 


22/3/77 


21/3/77 


Devries has hooked ove 
of these large, primith 
mg fishes. They avengp 
60 pounds, but thejtojsu . 
ped the scales % 7 r * 

are one of the main 
food for the deep-divfifi 
dell seals. ■'}. 

Besides discovering bid 
ir peculiar self-deftortfe, 
tem works, the fishermaz 

tist is tagging the - flsl_ 

age-dating them before 
ing them to their icy 
fa this way he hopes tr 
more about their numbe. 
distribution. 

According to the bit- 

here, the Antarctic watt 
teeming with life. The. 
ness of marine life is.^ 
as anywhere in the f* 
says John S. Oliver of J J 
Institution of Oceanogre— — „ ■ 
La Jolla, California. 

But the extreme cod- . 
here make it difficult a 
pensive to unravel the? 
lexities of this icy unde 1 
world. Nevertheless; . If- — . 
more about the ecology 
tarctfc waters has been . . 
major thrust of the it 
sponsored here by the 
tional Science Foundatfc^^ -e 1 ? 

This is particularly in 
nt, says chief Antarctic 
tist Duwayne Anderson, 
use the overfishing of 1 
off Antarctic shores ha 

ven that man nan rlnmg v _ 

rich marine life in this a 

Now protein-hungry c s - 
es are perfecting metis 
harvest krffi, a smaIL-r* 

13» creature that is one. - _ 
basic foods for maiiiwmrs 
here. Many questions nv/'U 
answered before the effiif 
krill- harvesting on otft 1 - 
forms found only in thl 
can be predicted, say 
Anderson. 

To further this broac 
Dr. Devries hopes soon t 
ing through a hole bore< 

1,400 feet through the 
ice shelf, flnnting glacier 
the size of Spain. 

An international team - 
searchers, including Dr. 
es, hopes to see what 
specialised creatures live 
dark, frigid waters bek 
permanent ice. 

But this drilling proje 
run into a number of 1 
ties. After reaching a fit 
eper than 1,000 feet 
December, the walls of 
instakingty bored bole 
in. As a result the $23 
project has been 
tn next season. 


While - waiting for 


* 


fishing hole, Dr. Devrte 
continued casting his. li 
rough an opening fa Vth 
ice, which breaks up 
every summer.-;-- . 

It isn't all wmk. ho, 

As a sldftUnft the sc 
smokes and eats some v 
cod, which has a rich, oi \ 
1 ®* ■' 

Every year Dr. Devn X 
nds a bfe cod to. the 
at. Vostok Station. - 
aider it a. real treat 
use Americans are such! 
f eaters”, tins Antarctic 
cy has not caught on al 
MuiJj. & j jdeatist sdm ’ 


I 
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GOREN BRIDGE 


RY CHARLES H. GOREN 
ANDOMAJt SHARIF 

- ©t#77ijy CtHMQonteun* 


■ l K 


1 vulnerable. South 

* X *%. NORTH . 
in. ' ♦K® 3 - r " 

' C7RQ 8 
0 K 632 

*K97 ' 

d c **3ST- EAST 

«£*»■•■ *54 

vSfe.73 ' ^7 A J9642 

'“^SaJ87 <>94* 

r ^f»:Q10642 + AJ5 

‘ SOUTH 

„ . ♦ A Q J 10 7 6 

b - V ** ^105 

"=■ elf J* 0 A 105 

+83 
3 bidding 

ith West North East 

, ■ Pass 2 NT Pass 

,}j (iff*,* Pass 4 ♦ Pass' 

’*ei. P ass 

, ‘fling lead: Seven of 

Most bridge hands play 
mselves. By . that we 
' ><lc $ Ej»in that there is one line 
L will either succeed- or. 

, and it is usually easy to. 
1. But every now and then 
and comes along that re-} 
res some careful plan : 
-OOlN }g. Consider this example. . 
Vith his perfectly balanc- 
hand, North might "have 
isted on a no trump con- 
tifcjflRiv Et to protect his kings 
' u being led through; 
y a most unfortunate lie - 
he cards combined with a 
cific opening lead, which 
n't exist here, could have 
^fcten that contract. ■ 
tunately, South pos- 
sed the skill to bring 
ne his close game. 

“'Vest led his top heart * 
I dummy’s king lost to 


East’s ace. East made the 
fine return of the jack of 
hearts, pinning declarer’s 
ten. A careless declarer, 
■might decide .that the ; cc£rj 

tract lunged on the location' 
of the ace of dubs, and, in 
due course, lead a club to the 
king. That would result in 
defeat. Others would rely on 
a 3-3 diamond split and go 
down. 

South studied the hand 
closely. He - realized that 
there was a ’danger that he 
might lose two club tricks 
and a diamond in addition to 
the ace of hearts. Declarer 
knew from the play to the 
first two tricks 'that East 
held heart length, and saw a 
possibility for a _ loser-on- 
loser play which would im- 
prove his prospects. 

After drawing trumps in 
two rounds, declarer cashed 
the ace and king of dia- 
monds. Now he led the eight 
of hearts from dummy. 
When East covered with the 
nine, declarer discarded his 
remaining diamond. East 
was left with a choice of los- 
ing leads. A heart would giye 
declarer a ruff-and-sluff. 
while a dub would be up to* 
dummy's king. 

Observe that this line 
would have succeeded even 
had diamonds split 3*3. East 
could exit with a diamond, 
but declarer would ruff and 
set up dummy’s thirteenth 
diamond for a dub discard.. 
A trump to the eight would 
be the entry to the table. 


fcrs 

rork 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
O - by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


scramble these four Jumbles. 
3 letter to each square, to form 
,.r ordinary words. 



OOMAB 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


dpt surprise answer here: ^ X X X X J 

' • l ••• . (Answers tomorrow) 

I Jumbles: SQUAW HEDGE EXCISE BUBBLE 

- iterda/s 1 . 

1 Answer. You're not certain to make it! — A GUESS 


lOSSWORD 

PUZZLE 

' ACROSS . 


' faction-' - 23: ; . 

e ■ 24; 

maples 26. 

- istlrng swan- . -27. 
/ table ot 29. 

[_•■ • itatkm 
. \» 30.' 

t of distance 32.' 

- ‘ As of turkeys 34, 

.. -‘icoff 38. 
.•--to ' 39. 

fMnrd 40. 
„ ret. oiit '41. 
..'••ead 43.‘ 


large volume 
Six : 

Sun -god . 
Italian river 
Musical worie 
■bbrrl 

Feminine tame 


aaaa anaEca 
aaaa aaaaaa 
nsfflE asaaaasj 
san ansss rasa 
BsaranciE anas 
ana saans 
sonas anra ^ 
casan naasnns 
ana beihe n§g 
aaaaaaa 0030. 

H3HI1Q ajaa 




.7*30 ml*. 


Exert twca 

Repute. . iSOLUTION Of YESTERDAY'S PU 
SamUs «Bbr.. ■ .44, Cry of revelry 49. Greek 
Wscfimnafiofl 45. Dmiinrsh underground 

FasfaonaNe.; 46. Fraction . DOWN 

Abutting ■ • . 47. Bifocal 
Bulrush ■’ ’ 48. Gold in Heraldry 1. Bedouin 

— — mm I.. — 2. Pretext- 

f- ^ 9 *° 3. Interfere 

— 4. Prior to 

5. Trace 

i?“ ^ — 6. Spout speeches 

TT" "TBE 8. fowled 

__ 9. Weirder 

. 10. Mignonette 

^ __Pa_ 16. Intense^ 

18 . struggle 

—JBIL _ 21. Murmur ' 

34 Irascibility 

Si — —— — — PWP 27. Woad plant 
. ” 28. Group of eight 

30. Conquer er 

31. Yearly 

— 33. Mortise insert 

| 35. Fnnl . 

36. Feminine name 

37. Pitchers 

■ 42. Indian group of 

J__L_J South America' 

■ AP-Hewsfeatores • 2-1643. Article 
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DEAD STOP -- Now- 
adays a train driver with 
the German Federal Ra- 
ilways can sit In com- 
fort at the controls of 
the world's most power- 
ful locomotive, the 
l^OOO-bp E 103. Yet lie 
need only relax his pre- 
ssure on the man's 
h a n d le for a moment for 
the entire train to grind 
to a halt. To be more 
precise, the dead man's 
h a n dl e is now a button, 
bat the function is the 
same. The driver has to 
push it every thirty se- 
conds, just as he has to 
acknowledge each sig- 
nal he passes within 
four seconds and so oat 
A waetfs fogpri&fc 
ness win bring the ex-, 
press screeching to 4 
halt, passengers win be 
winded mid the driver 
reprimanded. 


/ ...HALLO! \ 
^.IS THIS 67171-2-3-4? ! 

I D LIKE TO RESERVE ^ 
►A SPACE FOR AN AD IN< 
sTHE JORDAN TIMES... j 




v;. . 



TONIGHT’S T.V. FEATURES 

THE PALLISERS : 

EPISODE 20 

• ,« 

Mr. PalUsers becomes Britain’s prime minister and meets the 
queen. A young man son of a Dutch nobleman, tries to woo 
daughter of English noWe but meets opposition from her father. 

*** 

MYSTERY MOVIE : McCLOUD : 

rr WAS THE FLIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS 

Marshal McCloud once again brings tronble to his boss, who 
gets angry at him and is only pacified when McCloud solves 
the ease. 


, w w w w W W - j 
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MAKE THE JORDAN TIMES WORK FOR YOU 

An advertisement in the Jordan Times will be seen 
by some 10,000 people in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
Don't you have anything to say to them ? 

To spread your word, contact the Jordan Times 
advertising department by phone at 67171, or in person 
at the Jordan Times- AI Ra'i building, on University 


RESTAURANT 


AND 

ADOUY 

First Chinese restaurant in 
Jordan. 

First Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
the' Ahliyafa School or CMS. 


noon to 3:30 pan. and 6 JO pm. 
to midnight. 

IE CROWN- ROTISSERIE 1 

Also take home service -order 
by phone. 


rioiel Jordan Imerconunen- 
taL Open daily for Executive 
Luncheon 1-3 pjn. Special 
International Buffet on Sun- 
days. Dinner with live music 
from 7 p.m. to midnight. For 
reservation please call 41361 
ext. 5. 


[VICK i 


Restaurants for breasted 
chicken and light snacks. 
Take home, lunch or dinner^* 
f«hfli Amman, First Circle. 

TeL 21083. Jabs I A1 Luwelb- 
deh, Hawuz Circle. Tei. >30646 
Jabal A1 Hua^ebi, near Jeru- 
uletn Cinema. Tel. 21781. 

Also In Zarka and IrbetL 


•he Diplomat 


First Circle, Jabs! Amman. 
TeL 25592. 

Open from 7 ami. to 1 o.m. 
Restaurant, coffee- shop, sn- 
ack bar and patisserie. 

Oriental and European spe- 
cialties. 


ELITE 


STLAMIOIM. 


Flras ' Wings Hotel, Jabal 
A1 Luweibdeh, TeL 22103/4. 

Choice of THREE set me- 
niK dally for lunch, and a 
lo carle, - , 

Open 12-3 p.ra. and 7-12 
p.m. Specially : steaks. 


For advertising in above columns contact 
“Sout Wa'Soura M Tel. 38869, 

Open from 9 aan. to I pan, and 4-6 pan. 


LAUGHS FROM EUROPE 


^Y\ 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEB; 16, 1977 


Your 

Daily 



from the CARROLL RIGHTER INSTITUTE 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: A day when considerable 
progress can be made by carefully following previously set 
pla n s. The evening is fine for pleasures with persons who 
have a great deal of influence in your community. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be sure not to do anything 
that could irritate good friends during the day. Do some 
entertaining in a clever fashion tonight. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Do nothing during the 
day that could jeopardize the position of security which 
you have worked so hard to attain. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) Do nothing about those 
new ideas you have until the evening when you can work 
on them successfully. Make new contacts of worth. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to July 21) Await until 
the afternoon before you handle an important obligation 
since you can think more dearly then. 

LEO I July 22 to Aug. 21) Concentrate on ways to have 
increased harmony with associates. The evening is fine fen' 
.having light entertainment. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Your work load is heavy 
and there may be some delays, but persevere and much 
can be accomplished. Be poised. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Take time to enjoy 
yourself in spare time but don't be forceful with others. 
Sidestep one who may be jealous of-you. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) Do nothing that could 
spoil the harmony you are now enjoying at home. Await 
until a better time to launch a new plan. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Take no risks in 
motion today or you could get into trouble: Reassure your 
mate of your true devotion. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Take care you are 
not extravagant with money or you will soon regret it. 
Don't waste valuable time foolishly. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) You have new ideas 
that need more study before putting in operation. Make 
the evening a happy one with your family. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Listen to what an expert 
jhas to say about whatever is puzzling to you. The eyening 
is fine for personal pleasures. 


THE BETTER HALF. By Barnes 



"Do you realize it's the 15th of the month and Mrs. 
Parker hasn't been in yet — Mr. Parker must have 
grounded her and is keeping the car for himself." . 


PEANUTS 



UJKO WOULD RESCUE 
m SWEET 8A0BOO ?! 




THE FLINTS TONES 


YOU ABOUT 


DRINKING 


... HOW 
About 
a 

‘ POTTED 
PLANT • 
‘P/ 
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Rhodesian rightwingers 
cal! on Smith to quit 


Zuheir Muhsen 
dismisses idea 
of Palestinian 


SALISBURY. Feb, 15 (AFP). — 
The rightwing Rhodesia Nation- 
al Party today published a call 
for Premier Ian Smith’s resig- 
nation “in the name of God, 
honour and Rhodesia." 

The call published in the 
Rhodesia Herald newspaper 
was accompanied by a strong 
attack on the government. 

The RNP charged that Mr. 
Smith’s plan for an internal 
settlement with black mode- 
rates could result in “a sur- 
render to the terrorist forces 
within two years." The Rhode- 
sia Herald also featured an 
open attack from a BuJawayo- 
based white group calling it- 
self the September Declara- 
tion, which urged Mr. Smith 
to spell out his plans for the 
country's future. 

The group called on Mr. 
Smith to give more details of 
his internal settlement plan. 

Both demands coincide with 
the resumption of the current 
parliamentary sitting which is 
expected to witness the appear- 
ance of several amendments to 
Rhodesia’s race laws. 

Bur just how far Mr. Smith 
and his government intend mo- 
ving towards abolishing racial 
discrimination remains un- 
known. The odds are against 
a total repeal of the race laws. 
Mr. Smith is expected instead 
to keep key issues up his sleeve 
as bargaining points in any 
internal negotiations. 

On at least two recent occa- 
sions in sessions with the press, 
Mr. Smith has indicated that 
he is not ready to reveat his 
internal settlement proposals. 

From what Mr. Smith has 
said, it is clear that he still 
has a long way to go before 
he can begin making public 
pronouncements on his inten- 
tions. 

The key to any internal set- 
tlement is involving a section 


of the nationalist movement, 
notably Bishop Abel Muzore- 
wa’s United African National 
Council (UANC). The UANC 
wants elections among the 
country’s blacks to produce an 
undisputed leader, believing 
that the bishop would win 
handsomely. 

Mr. Smith admits to planning 
a test of black opinion but at 
this stage is undecided on how 
to go about it. 

Resolving the black leader- 
ship issue would partly clear 
the way for internal negotia- 
tions. Observers here agree 
that both sides have to avoid 
compromising themselves. And 
this is where Mr. Smith’s main 
problem lies. 

Observers also agree than an 
internal settlement achieved 
without at least the UANC’s 
participation would be worth- 
less. 

Mr. Smith also admits to bol- 
ding lightly on the reins of ex- 
ternal settlement negotiations 
involving the American and 
British governments, a move 
designed to seek the best from 
both options. 

The current sign sa re that the 
resumed parliamentary session 
will be short and not as dra- 
matic as many people believe. 

In the past Mr. Smith avoi- 
ded delicate negotiations while 
parliament was sitting, to avoid 
being questioned at length by 
black politicians. 

The current internal discus- 
sions on the Rhodesian question 
involving South Africa, Ameri- 
ca and Britain complicate the 
issue and are again something 
Mr. Smith would not wish to 
be questioned on in the public 
forum afforded by a parliamen- 
tary sitting. 

For these reasons the parlia- 
mentary sitting is not expected 
to last more than a few weeks. 
It is likely to set the tone of 
the settlement moves, but not 
to reveal the whole score. 


government 


KUWAIT. Feb 15, (R). — A 
pro-Syrian Palestinian comman- 
do leader said in an Interview 
published here today that the 
Palestinians were not contem- 
plating the establishment of a 
government-in-exile at present. 


Mr. Zuheir Muhsen. head of 
the Saiqa commando group and 
of the Palestine Liberation Or- 
ganisation’s (PLO) Military de- 
partment, said such a govern- 
ment was merely an idea long 
advocated by Egyptian Presi- 
dent Anwar Sadat. 


PLO denies reports 
of contacts with 
Israelis in Europe 


Some reports had suggested 
that the Palestinians might ap- 
prove the formation of a gov- 
ernment- in-exile at a meeting 
in Cairo next month of the 
Palestine National Council 
(PNC), their parliament-in-exi le. 


NICOSIA, Feb. 15 (AFP). — The Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) today denied recent press reports of contacts 
in Europe between it and Israeli organisations. 

44 All these reports are completely groundless,” Abu . A1 
Lutf, head of the PLO Policy Department said in a statement 
issued by the PLO office in Cyprus. 

The only PLO representative 'in Paris was Mr. Eraydrifn 
Kaiifl and be has never had contacts with "Israeli Zionist 
parties”, the statement said. (A group of Israeli “dove” Mem- 
bers of Parliament recently announced that they met with an 
unnamed representative of the PLO In Paris). 

The stat em ent said Mr. Ghgzi Hussein, PLO representa- 
tive in Vienna, bad contacted heads of European Socialist 
parties to try to presuade them to alter their attitude towards 
“the Just struggle of the Palestinian people,” the statement said. 

But Abu A1 Lutf denied that Mr. Kalal has asked Austrian 
Chancellor Bruno Kreisk’s mediation between Palestinians and 
Israelis. 


De Guiringaud begins Arab tour today 


PARIS, Feb. 15 (R). — Fran- 
ce tomorrow joins the United 
States in the drive to find 
peace in. the Middle East when 
Foreign Minister Louis de 
Guiringaud embarks on a tour 
of four key Arab capitals. 

M- Guiringaud’s visit to Be-, 
irut, Damascus, Amman and’ 
Cairo follows hard on the 
heels of new U.S. Secretary of 


State Cyrus Vance, who began 
his ‘Middle East peace mission 
today. 

The visit also comes soon 
after similar tours by U.N. 
Secretary General Dr. Kurt 
Waldheim and West German 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dfetricb 
Genscher. 

Despite ‘ Israel’s opposition, 
M. de Guiringaud will try to 


Jail sentences passed on 
176 “leftists” in Morocco 


Australian gunman 


Mr. Muhsen told the Kuwait 
newspaper Al Rai Al Aam that 
the proceedings of the PNC, 
due to open on March 12. 
would include the election of a 
new PLO Executive Committee. 


repeats kidnap attempt 


He said the Palestinians 
were not convinced that a gov- 
emment-in-exile would be use- 
ful. 

“We also believe it is in our 
interest to maintain the revo- 
lutionary momentum and in the 
need for remaining unrestricted 
by a state or government st- 
ructure.'* Mr. Muhsen said. 


SALE, Australia Feb. 15 (R). 
— A gunman who abducted 
nine school chil dren, a teacher, 
four lorry drivers and two wo- 
men holidaymakers in a 21- 
hour rampage through Bush 
country was flown to Melbo- 
urne in handcuffs today. 


Crosfand still dangerously ill 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS NEWS 


Non-oil sources account for 
one-third of Iran’s revenue 


TEHRAN, Feb. 15 (R). — 
Nearly a third of the revenue 
for Iran's budget this year will 
come from sources other than 
oil. Minister of State for Bud- 
get and Planning, Dr. Abdui- 
Majid Majidi said today. The 
minister, who presents the bu- 
dget on Sunday, said Iran was 


taking a major step away from 
its dependence on income from 
oil, according to the official 
Radio Iran. Prime Minister Am- 
ir Abbas Hoveyda was report- 
ed last week to have told a 
business conference that the 
budget for 1977-78 would show 
a five per cent deficit. 


Bahrain’s banking business 
records four-fold growth 


BAHRAIN, Feb. 15 (R). — Bahrain's nascent offshore bank- 
ing business grew by $1.25 billion to $6.25 billion in the last 
quarter of last year of which funds originating in the Arab 
World accounted for 40 per cent of the total, according to 
Bahrain Monetary Agency Director Alan Moore. 

Mr. Moore said the growth of Arab fund, of forward 
foreign exchange operations and of medium-term business 
were major indications of the success of the tax-free offshore 
banking centre in the Gulf island-state. 

He said that 30 banks reporting at the end of the first full 
year of operation had shown that 70 per cent of their funds 
were in United States dollars, 20 per cent in regional curren- 
cies and the remaining 10 per cent in European currencies. 

Arab assets and funds balanced at $2.5 billion at the end of 
December compared with $2 billion in Arab funds at the end 
of September and loans going to the Arab World of only 
SI. 5 billion, he added. 

The money was still mainly up to six months but the funds 
of more than six months had trebled in the quarter to $1.5 
billion, he said. 

Another indication of the growth of the market was the 
growth of toward foreign exchange operations which totalled 
the equivalent of $540 million at the end of the year compared 
with $200 million on Sept. 30, Mr. Moore said. 


U.S. firms challenge slump 
in Wall Street prices by 
deliberate raise in dividends 


NEW YORK, Feb. 15 (AFP). 
— - Many U.S. firms are delibe- 
rately raising dividends in a 
"counter-attack" on falling 
Wall street prices, according to 
financial analysts here. 


Standard and Poor estimates 
that in- January a total of 264 
companies raised quarterly di- 
vidends as compared with 204 
a year earlier, the new total is 
the highest since the 1950s it 
said. Already in December 252 
firms raised dividends against 
161 a year ea r lier. 


Similarly, most of the pharm- 
aceutical shares have lost out. 
Fourteen of the main shares in 
this category have dropped an 
overall 25 per cent from their 
1976 peak. 


Some of the increases are 
quite substantial: Levi Strauss 
60 per cent, Brystol Myers 22 
per cent, Owen Owens Illinois 
53 cents against 47, Rockwell 
International 55 cents against 
50. 


Analysts believe that comp- 
anies are worried over the pru- 
dence displayed by investors. 
After months of stagnation on 
Wall. Street, the public has 
lost hope of quick gains and is 
looking for higher dividends, it 
is thought 


Another set of experts at 
Becker Securities note that bet- 
ween April and December last 
year, an index of so-called gr- 
owth shares paying low divi- 
dends sagged 15 per cent In 
the same period an index of 
high dividend shares rose 13 
per cent. 


This theory seems true in 


As the experts point out, in 
a period of moderate inflation, 
dividends are found to be more 
attractive. 

There is a general sentiment 
on Wall Street at the moment 
that this factor, combined with 
a sluggish market, should lead 
to higher dividends all round 


ECONOMIC NEWS BRIEFS 


WALL STREET REPORT LfANLLA Feb. I5 (AFP). — Asia will avoid ’massive starva- 

tion only through a doubling of rice production within one 


A continuing technical rally brought the stock exchange to 
another good advapee Tuesday as the industrial average gained 
almost 6 points in fairly active trading. This average has now risen 
about 13 points in two days following six straight weeks of steady 
decline. 


Wall Street analysts think that investors are now ready to 
stage a cautious comeback on the market as bargain hunters are 
looking for low priced blue chip and glamour stocks which have 
come under pressure during the past few weeks. 

Gainers led losers at the close by a 837 to 602 margin as most 
groups of shares closed on a mixed to higher tone. Chemical, paper 
and steel, issues were generaly strong, along with oil, auto, tyre 
and aluminium shares. 


generation, participants at a nine-nation food crisis workshop 
said today. President Saburo Okita of Japan’s Overseas Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Fund, who chaired the three-day meeting, 
pointed out that excluding Japan and China, only two per 
cent of Asia’s 80 milli on hectares of rice land was adequately 
irrigated. About 33 per cent is inadequately irrigated and 
another 65 per cent depends upon rainfall, Mr. Okita said. 
Without adequate irrigation, modem high-yielding varieties of 
rice have limited promise, he added. 


A MMAN. Feb. 15 (R). — Finance ministers from Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates (UA E) Qatar and Egypt 
met in Riyadh yesterday to discuss how best their countries 
could support Egypt’s tottering economy, Riyadh Radio re- 
ported. 


At the close, the industrial average shows at 94432, a gain of 
5.99 points : Transp at 22433, a gain of 0:59; utilities at 10533. 
a loss of 0.06. 21.620,000 shares changed hands of which 3,850,000 
during the last hour. 


LONDON MARKET REPORT 


T AIPEI, Feb. 15 (R). — The 21,616-ton Kuwaiti oil tenlw 
Borag finally sank today, eight day after hitting a reef three 
miles north of Keelung Harbour, but oil spilling from it conti- 
nued to pose serious problems. A spokesman for the state- 
owned electric power company nearby said their two power 
plants had to cut generation for the second time in a week 
today because of huge oil slicks moving towards their water 
in tak es. The plants use sea water for their cooling systems. 


Shares staged a strong rally Tuesday as buyers, taking the 
view that the sharp deterioration in January’s trade figures was 
exceptional, returned to profit from the low levels of the quota- 
tions. As a result, two thirds of yesterday's losses were recouped. 

Gilts gained up to one point among long dated issues. Indus- 
trials meanwhile rose between four and ten pence with leaders 
such as ICI, Tube Investment, Beecham. Unilever, Guest Keen 
and Glaxo. At the close, the Financial Times index was up 93 
points at 376.1. 


M 


Oils and shares, such as Thomson, having North Sea interests, 
were equally buoyant. Banks, taking the hint from Lloyds whose 
results are due out on Friday, were buoyant and a steady demand 
was seen for insurances and properties. Golds went against the 
trend, easing slightly in line with the bullion price. Tins were stea- 
dy. 


ANILA, Feb. 15 (AFP). — > The Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) will hold a special foreign ministers 
meeting in Manila on Feb. 24 to commemorate the anniver- 
sary of the first ASEAN summit conference, the Foreign Office 
announced today. The five-nation s ummit meeting, held in 
Bali, Indonesia, is February 1976, resulted in the signing of 
an ASEAN Declaration of Concord, a treaty of amity and 
cooperation, and as agreement astaMfehinE an ASIAN Secre- 
tariat Today's announcement said the Manila meeting will 
review the progress achieved since the Bali parti- 

cularly in the field of economic cooperation. Among the mat- 
ters expected to be discussed is economic cooperation between 
ASEAN states and Japan. • 


Price of gold dosed in London Tuesday at 13645. 


TEHRAN, Feb 15 0?). — The Premier of the Australian State 
I of Queensland Mr. Johannes Bjelke-Peteisen, arrived here 
today on the first leg of an 11-day tour of the Gulf to explore 
export markets for Queensland products. During his three-day 
stay here the premier will have talks with the Shah and Iran- 
ian Minister or Mines and Industries Farrokh NajmabadL 


remanded in custody. 

Mr. Eastwood appeared to 
be trying a carbon copy of his 
1972 kidnapping when, with a 
colleague, he abducted a school 
teacher and six children in an 
attempt to obtain a million 
dollar (£636,000) ransom. 


Mr. Edwin John Eastwood, a 
convicted child kidnapper who 
broke out of jail two mouths 
ago, was charged with 16 cou- 
nts of kidnapping and three of 
shooting during a dramatic 
chase involving a crash and 
gun battle with police. He was 


This time he was caught 
following a high-speed 32-kms. 
cross-country car chase when 
a police marksman punctured 
one of his tyres. Emerging from 
the vehicle firing his swan-off 
22 rifle, he was brought down 
by a shot in the thigh. 


CASABLANCA, Feb 15, (R). — 
A court here imposed jail sen- 
tences today on 176 "leftists’' 
for ploting to overthrow King 
Hassan and establish a “peo- 
ple's republic’’ in Morocco. 

It sentenced 44 of them to 
jail for life. 

Only five of those who re- 
ceived life terms were in court 
for the six-week trial. The 39 
others were tried in their ab- 
sence. 

Prison terms from five to 30 
years were imposed on 132 
people.- In three cases these 
were suspended sentences. 

The prisoners chanted revo- 
lutionary songs as guards led 
them away to the cells at the 
end of an all-night courtroom 
session lasting nine hours, when 
verdicts were read. 

Convictions were on counts 


"of plotting against the govern- 
ment, incitement to civil war, 
forming secret organisations 
and forging official documents. 

Three women on trial were 
among those who drew sen- 
tences of only five years. 

The court had heard that 
the conspirators meant to "pro- 
pagate Mandst-Leninist princi- 
ples among students and wor- 
kers." 

■ Later, a military organisa- 
tion called “Mobile Red Brig- 
ades" was planned to cause 
violent revolution and sweep 
on to power. 

Documents and material to 
make bombs had been found. 

Defence lawyers had said du- 
ring the trial they could not 
record proper pleas because 
their clients had been ordered 
out of the court for making 
disturbances. • 


find out what role, if any. Fia- 
nce can play in bringing the 
parties together, officials here 
said today. He will also sound 
out toe possibility of securing 
France a seat in the later stag- 
es of the Geneva peace confer- 
ence. 

France sees 1977 as the year 
of- peace between Israel and 
its Arab neighbours and is be- 
ing pressed by the Arab coon- 
tries to play an active part in 
hastening a settlement of the 
conflict, they added. 

Hie French government con- 
tends that Israel should with- 
draw from Arab territories 
occupied during the 1967 War 
and favours the creation of a 
Palestinian Arab state. But the 
French insist on Arab recogni- 
tion of the existence of the 
state of Israel with Internati- 
onally guaranteed borders. 

M. de Guiringaud will find 
out how the Arab leaders hope 
to overcome difficulties over 
the participation of the Paiesti- ‘ 
ne Liberation Organisation in 
the Geneva conference and 
their relations with the future 
Palestine state, officials said. 
He will also see how the Arab 
countries envisage co -existen- 
ce with Israel, they added. 

The French minister will al- 
so disebss economic and tech- 
nological cooperation between 
France and the Arab countries 
he is visiting. 

He will return to the Middle' 
East next month for a risk to 
Israel, scheduled to take place 
on March 30 and 31. 


After meeting Castro 


LONDON, Feb. 15 (AFP). — British Foreign Secretary 
Anthony Crosland who suffered a stroke at his home on 
Sunday was said today to be still dangerously, ill and there was 
no change in his condition. A Foreign Office communique said 
Mr. Crosland, who is 58, was still undergoing treatment at the 
Radcliffe Hospital in Oxford. A hospital spokesman said the 
minister was under "strict medical observation and countinu- 
ing nursing care." 


None of his 16 victims suff- 
ered any physical injuries th- 
ough they were very frighten- 
ed. “It’s a miracle there wasn't 
a major tragedy,” a police sp- 
okesman said. 


U.S. congressman: Contacts 
with Cuba may reopen shortly 


certain specific cases. Office 
equipment firms like Digital 
Equipment and Data Corpora- 
tion used to be favourites with 
the public even with little or no 
dividend, but they have been 
under pressure for the past few 
weeks. 


The. drama began at 11 aun. 
local time yesterday when Mr. 
Eastwood marched into the so- 
litary classroom of the village 
primary school at Wooreen, 125 
kms. southeast of Melbourne, 
and ordered toe teacher and 
pupils into the playground. 


HAVANA Feb. 15 (R). — 
U.S. Congressman Jonathan Bi- 
ngham, who met President 
Fidel Castro at the weekend, 
said contacts could soon be 
reopened between the United 
States and Cuba. 

Mr. Bingham, a Democrat 


Scientists revise Richter 
scale of qnake measurement 


PASADENA California, Feb 15 
(AFP). — Scientists at the Ca- 
lifornia Institute of Technolo- 
gy yesterday revised the' Rich- 
ter scale for measuring the in- 
tensity of earth tremors, for 
the first time since it was form- 
ulated in 1935. 


More exact recording equip- 
ment and several years of stu- 
dying toe strength and con- 
sequences of earthquakes have 
forced them to bring toe scale 
up to date. 

Several of history's major 
earthquakes have been re-ex- 
amined and found to be weaker 
or stronger than they appeared 
at toe time. 


For example toe 1960 quake 
in Chile gave out 62 times more 
energy than was believed, but 


the one that destroyed San 
Francisco in 1906, estimated 
at 82 on the Richter scale, 
should have been 73. 

No tremors have so far been 
recorded above 83, but the 
institute experts say the Chile 
earthquake should have been 
9.5 and another in Al aska in 
1964 reached 92. 

The tremor which devastated 
a Chinese province last year 
was reported to have measured 
eight on toe scale. 

The Richter scale measures 
toe movements of the earth’s 
crust in the same way as a seis- 
mograph. Each increase of one 
point represents a magnitude. 
10 times greater. 

A tremor, of intensity 7.5 is 
thus 10 times stronger than 
one of 63. 


who chairs the House Subcom- 
mittee on International Trade, 
added that a partial lifting of 
the ILS. embargo on trade and 
tourism links with Cuba could 
open the way to serious dis- 
cussions. 

He told reporters at 'his hot- 
el here yesterday: “I see no re- 
ason why direct contacts could 
not be arranged on the subject 
of fisheries and cultural and 
sports exchanges.” 

He declined to reveal details 
of his talks with Dr. Castro 
and Foreign Affairs Vice Preai J 
* dent Carlos Rafael Rodriguez 
before he reports to President 
Jimmy Carter and Secretary of 
State Cyrus Vance. 

He said: ‘The first step in the 
matter of serious discussions 
■ should be the removal at least 
partial, of the 'embargo. If thin 
were done, I think the way 
would be open to a variety of 
discussions.” 

Asked what could be the .first 
subject to be discussed since 


the U.S. and Cuba broke off 
relations 16 years ago, Mr. 
Bingham said fisheries could fa« 
discussed immediately and fru- 
itfully without preconditions. 


Mr. Bingham, the first Cong- 
ressman to .visit the island sin- 
ce Mr. Carter took over, sak 
he hoped the adminlntratior 
would not renew a ban on U.S 
tourism in Cuba when it ex 
pines on March 15.. 

Among the Issues he discus* 
sed with the Cuban leader was 
possible renegotiation of toe 
U 3. -Cuban anti-hijacking pact 
called off by Dr. Castro anc 
due to expire on April 15. ' 

Mr. Bingham said he did sol 
think re-negotiation was poed 
ble by that date. Dr. Castmlkd 
demanded '‘effective guaQmte? 
es" that there would & 
tacks on Cuba by anri-Castre , t 


groups based on the U.S. mafa*|_p j jj i \ 


land and set the end of tor 44 
trade embargo as a precondi , 
tion for renegotiation. - 3 ^ j 


China expert thinks Mme. Mai 
will spend her life in prison 


WORLD NEWS BRIEFS 


O CCUPIED JERUSALEM, Feb. 15 (R). — The Arabic East 
Jerusalem daily, Al Fajr, appeared today for the first time 
in three months after sweeping changes in its staff. The new 
editor, Mr. Ma’moun Al Said, said in a front-page editorial that 
the paper "will no Jonger ‘follow the Communist position but 
will adhere strictly to the Palestinian line — and for us this 
is represented by the Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO).” 


A DDIS ABABA Feb. .15 (R). — Senegalese Foreign Minister 
Assane Seek is in Addis Ababa following a visit to Khar- 
toum for what informed sources indicated was a mediation 
effort in the dispute between Ethiopia and the Sudan. Mr. 
Seda, who arrived here on Sunday following a two-day visit 
to the Suda ne se capital, met the new Ethiopian head of state 
Lieut CoL Mengistu Hafle-Mariaxn yesterday to deliver a spe- 
cial message from Senegalese President Leopold Sedar Sen- 
ghor. 


HONG KONG, Feb. 15 (R). 
— China expert Mrs. Han 
Suyin, just bade from a 10- 
week tour of the mainland, 
said yesterday that she thought 
Chairman Mao Tse-tung*s dis- 
graced widow would spend the 
rest, of her fife behind bars. 

The famous novelist and bio- 
grapher of Chairman Mao told 
a public meeting she did not 
believe that the late chairman’s 
widow, Chiang Gbing, would be 
executed for allegedly trying to 
seize power. 

She discounted reports that 
there would be a public trial 
of M a dam e Mao and three 
other purged radicals in the so- 
called "gang of four” accused 
of seeking to overthrow the 
current Peking leaders. 

"They would be tom to pie- 
ces in the street,” the novelist 
told her audience.” I don not 
think they will be killed. I think 
they will end their lives in de- 
tention.” 

Mrs. Han Suyin denounced 
Madame Mao as "an invete- 


rate double-faced liar” sot 
"megalomanic -who needed, i 
psychiatrist” 

At the same time she pn 
dieted that former Vice Pre 
mier Teng Hsiao-ping wout 
soon be rehabilitated by to 
Chinese government. Descrifc 
ing him as a very able bo. 
"quarrelsome little man," to 
said: T am quite sure we wf 
see Teng doing a useful font 
tion in' a short period of time. 

Mr. Teng, once widely e? 
pected to succeed Premier Q 
ou En-lai, was removed fox 
power last April in a camp* 
ign said to have been Inspire 
by the now-purged radicals. , 

Mrs. Han- Suyin said hex ov 
erall impression of China, toda 
was a great deal of -relaxatib 
and happiness among the F 
ople. 

-She said there was a franl 
ness and openness not seen-fc. 
some years, and the populari! 
of the new Peking Jeadersb; 
was undeniable. 


kjos 
PI s 


SCOW, Feb. 15 (R). U.S. President Jimmy Carter and 
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance have cabled Soviet leaders 
thanking them for messages of good wishes sent to mark their 
assumption of office, Tass news agency reported today. Presi- 
dent Carter told Soviet President Nikolai Podgomy the U.S. 
would go on devoting its efforts to achieving universal peace 
and stronger international cooperation, Tass said. 


Dissident Sakharov applauds 
Carter’s stand on his behalf 
but warns against any retreat 


BELGRADE, Feb. 15 (R). — - President Tito yesterday pro- 
0 posed one of his old partisan comrades to takg over as 
prime minister in succession to Mr. Dzemal Bijedic, killed in 
an air crash last month, the official Tan jug News Agency re- 
ported. The agency said that Mr. Veselin Djuranovic, who 
joined the Partisans in 1941 as a 16-year-old schoolboy, was 
the unanimous choice of the Yugoslav leader and the 
other members of the collective state presidency. 


NAIROBI, Kenya, Feb. 15 (AFP). — U gandan President Idi 
■'Amin disclosed yesterday that he had uncovered a plot to 
overthrow him last month, and implicated U gandan Bishop 
Yona OkotL Radio Uganda, monitored . here, said Field Marshal 
Amin told toe Archbishop of Uganda Jaaani Luwum yesterday 
that 12 boxes of arms, including grenades and rifles, were 
found at the bishop's home. Two security men were kille d in 
the search for weapons, the radio added. It said the plot had 
been timed to coincide with last month’s celebrations mask- 
ing Field Marshal Amin’s overthrow of Mr. Milton Obote’s re- 
gime six years ago. 


C AIRO, Feb. 15 (R). — The Libyan Revolutionary Command 
Council (RCC) today decided to deprive Maj. Omar Al 
Mehleshi of his Libyan nationality, the Egyptian Middle East 
News Agency reported from Tripoli today. Maj. MebelshL a 
former member of the RCC has been living in exile in Egypt 
for more than a year following differences with Libyan h**ri*>r 
CoL Muammar Qadhafi including an alleged plot 
Qadhafl in 1975. 


New York, Feb. 15, (R). — 
Soviet dissident Andrei Sakh- 
arov said in an interview bro- 
adcast here that he admired the 
Carter administration’s stand 
on behalf of himself and other 
dissidents in his country. 

But Mr. Sakharov warned in 
the interview, recorded in Mo- 
scow by the CBS television net- 
work, that "any hesitancy or 
partial retreat would give the 
Kremlin the impression that the 
new administration would suc- 
cumb to blackmail and repre- 
ssion.” 

His comments delivered in 
Russian, were paraphrased by 
CBS correspondent Bernard 
Redmont 

“Sakharov says the bold mo- 
ral position adopted by toe new 
president of the United States 
arouses his hope and respect,” 

■ Mr. Redmont reported. 

But he added that Mr. Sakh- 
arov believed that any sign of 
we aknes s in Washington would 
affect every aspect of EaSt- 
West relations, including disar- 
mament nego tiations 

Last month the U.S. State 
Department strongy criticised 
the Soviet Union for what it 
called attempts by officials 


there to intimidate Mr. Sakha., 
ov, winner of the 1975 Nobjfli 
Peace Prize. - 1 

The correspondent said M 
Sakharov reiterated chargA. 
that freedom of thought, info'ljq 




matron, movement and xeligk 
was being . violated in the S 
viet Union. 

"He denounces illegal trial' 
psychiatric repression, tortu 
in prison camps, constant pft 
secution of people who befiff 
in God, and what he says . 
growing anti-Semitism, 11 Re 
moot said. ■ ■ 

According to the correspo 
-dent, Mr Sakharov said to 
repression of dissidents in tl 
Soviet Union bad increased r 
cently. , ■ 

Mr. Redmont said that o 
physicist believed that the S 
viet authprities' Wanted to sttt ■ 
all dissidents before this sux 
mer*s second-stage Europe* 
Security Conference In Bt‘ : 
grade. 

Mr. Sakharov, said that ti 
Soviet Union wanted to ensu 
that “not one voice will spet 
out from within the country t 
violations of the human righ 
provision of theffehrinkTagre 
ment, "Mr. Redmont added. . 
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